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CAMii

FATIH SULTAN MEHMED HAN’IN EMANETI,
INSANLIGIN ORTAK HAZINESI




ONSOZ

PROF. DR. FAHRETTIN ALTUN
Turkiye Cumhuriyeti iletisim Baskani

AYASOFYA’NIN camii olarak yeniden ibadete actigini
milletimize miijdelerken sayin Cumhurbaskanimiz; “Bazi
eserler vardir ki, bunlar milletlerin ve devletlerin sembolii-
diir. Ayasofya’da iste bu sembollerimizden biridir.” ifadesi-
ni kullanmisti. Ger¢ekten de Ayasofya’nin ecdadimizdan
bize miras kalan sembolik bir deger oldugunun suurunda
bir millet olarak bu tarihi karar hepimizde biiyiik bir se-
ving yaratmistir. Ayasofya gecmiste de sembol olmustur,
simdi de boyledir ve gelecekte de sembol olacaktir kusku-
suz.

Istanbul’'un fethi yalnizca Tiirk ve islam tarihi agisin-
dan degil tiim insanlik i¢in biiyiik bir doniim noktasini
temsil ediyordu. Osmanli Devleti ise istanbul’'un fethinden
sonra “cihan imparatorlugu” sifatiyla ¢cok genis bir cograf-
yada yiizyillar boyunca baris, hosgorii ve refahi tesis etti.

Tarihte “Osmanli Baris1” (Pax Ottomana) olarak anilan
bu donem, giiniimiizde dinmek bilmeyen ¢atismalar ve sa-
vaslarla anilan Ortadogu, Kuzey Afrika, Balkanlar ve Kaf-
kasya gibi cetin cografyalarda benzersiz bir huzur iklimi
ve bir medeniyet ortaya ¢ikardi.

Osmanlrda asirlar boyu siirdiiriilen gelenege gore, fet-
hedilen sehrin en biiyiik mabedinden ezan okunmasi ve
ilk Cuma namazinin bu mabedde kilinmasiydi. Boylece,
o sehrin fethedildigi tescillenmekte, ilgili mabed “Fethi-
ye Camii” olarak anilmakta ve sehirdeki diger mabedlere




gerekli olmadikc¢a dokunulmamaktaydi. Fatih Sultan Meh-
med Han ise fetih sembolii olarak sancagini Ayasofya’nin
ortasindaki mihrabin bulundugu yere dikmis, kubbeye
dogru bir ok firlatmis ve ilk ezan1 kendisi okuyarak, istan-
bul'un fethini tescillemisti. Ardindan, siikiir secdesi yapa-
rak, iki rekat namaz kilmis ve bu davranisiyla Ayasofya’y1
camiye cevirdigini gostermisti.

Fatih Sultan Mehmet Han'dan itibaren her padisah,
Ayasofya’y1 daha da giizellestirme gayreti icinde oldu ve
zaman icinde yapilan mihrab, minber, kiirsii, minareler,
hiinkar mahfili, sadirvan, medrese, kiitiiphane ve ashane
gibi yapilar ile Ayasofya tam tekmil bir kiilliyeye doniistii-
riildii.

Ayrica, Osmanli doneminde Ayasofya Camii’nin i¢ siis-
lemelerine de biiyiik 6nem verildi. Ayasofya hiisn-i hat ve
cinicilik gibi Tiirk sanatlarinin en zarif 6rnekleriyle siis-
lendi ve mabede yeni estetik degerler kazandirildi. Boyle-
ce, Ayasofya sadece camiye doniistiiriilmedi, ayn1 zaman-
da insanligin bu ortak miras1 muhafaza ve ihya edildi.

Fetihle birlikte camiye doniistiiriilen ve 481 yi1l cami
olarak hizmet veren Ayasofya, 1930’lu yillarda restorasyon
calismalarinin baslamasiyla halka kapatilmisti. Ardindan,
24 Kasim 1934 tarihli bir Bakanlar Kurulu karariyla miize-
ye doniistiiriilmiistii. Danistay, 10 Temmuz 2020 tarihin-
de s0z konusu Bakanlar Kurulu kararim iptal etti ve bu
cok degerli mabedin yeniden ibadete acilmasinin 6niinde
herhangi bir engel kalmadi. Hemen ardindan Cumhurbas-
kan1 Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan imzasi ile yayimlanan
2729 sayili Cumhurbaskanlig1r kararnamesiyle Ayasofya
yeniden ibadete acild1.

fletisim Baskanlig1 olarak bu cok degerli gelismeyi tari-
he not olarak diismek istedik. Elinizdeki eser; Ayasofya'nin




tarihi sembol ve degeriyle mimari 6zelliklerini 68renmek
isteyenler icin detayl bircok bilgiyi sunmaktadir. Bunun-
la birlikte Ayasofya’nin dini ve kiiltiirel acilardan nasil bir
Oonem arz ettigi de bu kitapta ele alindu.

Sayin Cumhurbaskanimizin almis oldugu kararin ice-
ride ve disarida elbette bircok yansimasi oldu. Bu manada
elinizdeki kitap bir savunma metni olarak hazirlanmadi.
Bununla birlikte Ayasofya’nin ibadete ac¢ilmasinin ulusal
ve uluslararasi hukuk baglaminda nasil miimkiin oldugu-
nu anlatmaya calistik. Egemenlik kurami ve siyaset felse-
fesi bakimindan da Ayasofya iizerindeki her tasarrufun
sadece ve sadece Tiirkiye'yi ilgilendirdigini de net bir se-
kilde ortaya koymus olduk. Sayin Cumhurbaskanimizin
Ayasofya ile ilgili bircok konu bashigini sarih bir sekilde
anlattig1 manifesto niteligindeki konusmasi da tarihe not
olarak diisiildii.

Altim 6zellikle ¢izmek isterim ki, Ayasofya'nin miize-
den yeniden bir ibadet mekanina doniismesi, yani 481 yil
boyunca oldugu haliyle yeniden cami olarak a¢ilmasi, dini
ozgiirliikler acisindan bir zaferdir. Ayasofya Camii’nin ka-
pilar1 diinyadaki herkese acik kalmaya devam edecektir.
Sayin Cumhurbaskanimizin liderliginde Tiirkiye’de dini
ozgirliikler her dinin mensubu vatandaslarimiz i¢in en ra-
hat donemini yasamaktadir. Yeni insa edilen kiliselerden
onarilan tarihi sinagog ve kiliselere varincaya kadar tiim
vatandaslarimizin inanci geregi ibadet etmesini saglama-
ya, kiiltiirel mirasimizi korumaya ve yiiceltmeye devam
edecegiz.

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti, hakki olmayan hi¢bir konuda 1s-
rarci olmamustir. Ancak hakki olani saglamak konusunda
da sayin Cumhurbaskanimizin liderliginde yillardir taviz-
siz oldugunu tiim diinyaya gostermistir. Bu durum, sadece




Ayasofya karari ile ilgili de degildir. Terorle miicadeleden
uluslararasi siyasetteki tiim gelismelerde Tiirkiye, sadece
hakki olan icin miicadele etmektedir.

Ayasofya Camii tilkemize, milletimize, bolgemize, tiim
islam alemine, insanliga ve gelecek nesillere bir kez daha
hayirli olsun.
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Tiirkiye'nin i¢ hukuku ve tarihi haklar1 baglaminda Aya-
sofya’nin hangi amacla kullanilacagina karar vermesi ve
cami olarak ibadete acmasi, Tiirkiye’nin egemenlik hak-
lar1 ile ilgilidir. Tirkiyenin aldig1 bu karara saygi duyul-
malidir. Bu konuda goriis belirtmenin 6tesindeki her tiir-
lii tavir Tiirkiye’nin bagimsizliginin ihlali anlamina gelir.
Tiirkiye Ayasofya’y1 insanligin ortak Kkiiltiirel mirasi
kimligine halel getirmeden, vakfiyesine uygun sekilde
yeniden ibadete agmustir. Tiirkiye'deki biitiin camiler gibi
Ayasofya’nin kapilar1 da yerli ve yabanci, miislim ve gay-
rimiislim herkese sonuna kadar aciktir.

Uluslararasi sozlesmelerde, Ayasofya’nin camiye doniis-
tiiriilmesine engel teskil edecek herhangi bir hiikiim bu-
lunmamaktadir.

Tiirkiye'nin aldig1 karar Ayasofya’nin iistiin evrensel de-
gerini asla etkilemeyecektir. Fonksiyonunun degistiril-
mesi, tistiin evrensel degerine halel getirilecegi anlamina
gelmemektedir.

Bu karar miizeye cevrilmis Ayasofya’nin asli hiiviyetine,
yani ibadethaneye kavusturulmasidir.

Tiirkiye'de halen ibadete acik olan bircok kilise ve sinago-
gun varlig, dini 6zgiirliik konusunda iilkemizin hassasi-
yetini gozler 6niine sermektedir.

Tiirkiye bugiine kadar oldugu gibi, bugiinden sonra da, in-
sanligin ortak mirasi olarak varligini devam ettirecek olan
Ayasofya’nin iistiin evrensel degerine, 6zgiinliigiine ve bii-
tiinliigiine azami hassasiyet gosterecek ve gerek uluslara-
ras1 sozlesmeler gerekse i¢ hukuk cercevesinde Ayasofya
Camii’'ni koruyarak gelecek nesillere aktaracaktir.
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AYASOFYA’NIN TARIHi VE MUHAFAZASI:
OSMANLI’NIN DEGERLIi KATKISI

AYASOFYA ayni yere ii¢ kez insa edilmis bir eserdir.
Giiniimiizdeki Ayasofya “Uciincii Ayasofya” olarak bilin-
mektedir. Ayasofya’nin ilk insaat1 Hristiyanligi Roma Im-
paratorlugu'nun resmi dini olarak kabul eden I. Konstantin
doneminde baslatilmistir. Istanbul'un yedi tepesinden bi-
rincisi tizerinde ahsap catili bir bazilika olarak insa edilen
ve o donemde ‘Biiyiik Kilise’ ismiyle anilan bu yapinin ag1-
l1s1, 360 yilinda II. Konstantin doneminde gerceklesmistir.
404 yilinda baslayan isyanda ¢ikan bir yangin neticesinde
biiyiik dlciide harap olan bu yapidan giiniimiize ulasan bir
kalint1 bulunmamaktadir.

ikinci Ayasofya, Imparator II. Theodosius tarafindan
birincisinin tizerine insa ettirilmis ve 415 yilinda ibade-
te acilmistir. Yine bazilika seklinde ve ahsap catili olarak
inga edilen bu yapi ise, 532 yilinda imparator Jiistinyen
aleyhinde ¢ikan Nika Ayaklanmasrnda isyancilar tarafin-
dan yakilip yikilmistir.

Imparator Jiistinyen isyanin hemen ardindan ilk ikisin-
den cok daha biiyiik ve gorkemli bir Ayasofya yaptirma-
ya karar vermistir. Uciincii Ayasofya Bizans Imparatoru I.
Jiistinyen tarafindan 532-537 yillarinda insa ettirilmistir.
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Dogu Romanin Imparatorluk Kilisesi olarak kullani-
lan Ayasofya, tarih boyunca isyanlar, savaslar ve dogal
afetler yiiziinden sik sik tahrip olmustur. Ayasofya en bii-

yiik yikimlardan birini 1204°te 4. Hacli Seferi'nde sehrin
istila edilmesiyle yasamistir. Haclilar tiim sehirle birlikte
Ayasofya’yr da yagmalamustir. istanbul'da 1204 yilindan
1261 yilina kadar siiren Latin isgali miiddetince Ayasofya,
Roma Katolik Kilisesi'ne bagl bir katedrale doniistiiriil-
muistiir.
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Ciddi hasarlar almis olan Ayasofya, istanbul'da tekrar
Dogu Roma idaresinin saglanmasinin ardindan tamirlerle
ayakta tutulmaya calisilmistir. Bununla birlikte, yapilan
tamiratlar yetersiz kalmis ve 1346 yilinda Ayasofya’nin
dogudaki baskemeri ve kubbenin bir kism1 ¢okmiistiir.

Esasinda, Latin istilasindan Istanbul'un fethine kadar
gecen donemde Ayasofya en karanlik ¢cagini yasamistir.
iki defa yikilip iiciincii kez insa edilen, yiizyillar boyunca
savaslar ve isyanlar nedeniyle tahrip edilen, bakimsizlik
ve mimari hatalar yiiziinden belirli kisimlar1 ¢oken Aya-
sofya, Istanbul'un Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han tarafindan
fethine kadar siirekli yikilma tehlikesi altinda varligini
siirdiirmiistiir. Ayrica, Katolik-Ortodoks mezhep kavgasi
yiiziinden mabedin sosyolojik ve sembolik anlami da bii-
yiik zarar gormiistiir.

Osmanlilar fethin nisanesi olarak kabul ettikleri ve kiy-
met verdikleri Ayasofya Camii’ne Fatih Sultan Mehmed
Han’dan itibaren biiyiik 6zen gostermis, bakim-onarim fa-
aliyetlerini siirekli hale getirmis ve camiyi eskisinden ¢ok
daha saglam bir yapiya kavusturmustur. Bilhassa Mimar
Sinan’in Ayasofya’ya yaptig1 eklemeler ve diizenlemeler,
bu insanlik mirasinin bugiin hala ayakta kalmasinda ¢ok
biiyiik rol oynamustir.

Nitekim fethin hemen ardindan Ayasofya’ya giden Fa-
tih Sultan Mehmed Han’in, caminin durumuna {iziilerek
su misralar1 okudugu tarihi kayitlarda bildirilmektedir:

“Perdeddri mikoned ber kasr-i Kayser ankebut
Biim novbet mizened der tarem-i Efrdsiyab”
“Oriimcek Kayser’in sarayinda perdeddr yapiyor
Baykus Efrasiyab’in burcunda nobet tutuyor”
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Ayasofya Camii'ni kendi hayrati olarak vakfeden ve ¢ok
sayida akar baglayarak bakim-onarim maliyetlerini ga-
ranti altina alan Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han, 6nce caminin
yanina bir de medrese insa ettirerek egitim faaliyetlerini
baslatmistir. Ayasofya’nin ilk minaresi de Fatih Sultan
Mehmed Han doneminde ahsaptan insa edilmistir. Uzun
yillar varligini siirdiiren bu minare 1574 yilindaki biiyiik
tamiratta kaldirilmistir. Ayasofya Camii’nin ikinci mina-
resi ise, Sultan II. Bayezid Han doneminde tugladan insa
edilmistir.
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Ayasofya’ya en fazla ilgi gésteren Osmanl padisahla-
rindan biri de Sultan II. Selim Han’dir. Binanin yorgunluk
emareleri gostermesi tizerine II. Selim Han, Mimar Sinan’t
Ayasofya'nin bakim ve onarimi icin vazifelendirmistir.
Dogu Roma doneminde defalarca kubbeleri ve duvarlari
coken Ayasofya, Mimar Sinan’in diizenlemelerinden son-
ra, Istanbul’da yasanan nice biiyiik depreme ragmen bir
daha hi¢ cokmemistir. Ayasofya etrafinda padisah tiir-
belerinin yapimina da Sultan II. Selim Han icin Ayasofya
Kiilliyesinin haziresine Mimar Sinan tarafindan insa edi-
len ilk tiirbe ile baslanmustir.

Fatih Sultan Mehmet Handan itibaren her padisah,
Ayasofya’y1 daha da giizellestirme gayreti icinde olmus
ve zaman icinde yapilan mihrab, minber, kiirsii, mina-
reler, hiinkar mabhfili, sadirvan, medrese, kiitiiphane ve
ashane gibi yapilar ile Ayasofya tam tekmil bir kiilliyeye
doniistiiriilmiistiir. Ayrica, Osmanlt déoneminde Ayasof-
ya Camii’nin ic siislemelerine de biiyiik 6nem verilmistir.
Ayasofya hiisn-i hat ve ¢inicilik gibi Tiirk sanatlarinin en
zarif 6rnekleriyle siislenmis ve mabede yeni estetik deger-
ler kazandirilmistir. Boylece, Ayasofya sadece camiye do-
niistiiriilmemis, ayn1 zamanda insanligin bu ortak mirasi
muhafaza ve ihya edilmistir.

Fetihle birlikte camiye doniistiiriilen ve 481 y1l cami ola-
rak hizmet veren Ayasofya, 1930’lu yillarda restorasyon ca-
lismalarinin baslamasiyla halka kapatilmistir. Ardindan,
24 Kasim 1934 tarihli bir Bakanlar Kurulu karariyla miize-
ye doniistiiriilmiistiir. Danistay, 10 Temmuz 2020 tarihinde
s6z konusu Bakanlar Kurulu kararini iptal etmistir. Hemen
ardindan Cumhurbaskani Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan im-
zasl ile yayimlanan 2729 sayili Cumhurbaskanligi kararna-
mesiyle Ayasofya yeniden ibadete acilmistir.

17
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ISTANBUL'UN FETHIi VE
FATIH’iIN AYASOFYA VAKFIiYESi:

AYASOFYA-i KEBIR CAMIii

ISTANBUL’UN fethi yalnizca Tiirk ve Islam tarihi aci1-
sindan degil tiim insanlik icin biiyiik bir doniim noktasi
olmustur. Osmanh Devleti ¢cok genis bir cografyada yiiz-
yillar boyunca baris, hosgorii ve refahi tesis etmistir. Ta-
rihte “Osmanli Baris1” (Pax Ottomana) olarak anilan bu
donem, giiniimiizde dinmek bilmeyen catismalar ve sa-
vaslarla anilan Ortadogu, Kuzey Afrika, Balkanlar ve Kaf-
kasya gibi cetin cografyalarda benzersiz bir huzur iklimi
ve bir medeniyet tasavvurunun yansimasidir. Asirlar boyu
cok cesitli millet, kavim, dil, din, mezhep ve mesrepten in-
sanin huzur ve baris icerisinde bir arada yasamasini temin
eden engin hosgorii anlayisi, Istanbul'un fethinin ilk daki-
kalarindan itibaren Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han'in tavrinda
kendisini gostermistir.

Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han, Istanbul'u fethettikten son-
ra sehirde kimseye zarar verilmemesini emretmis, sivil-
lerin tutuklanmasini durdurmus, kadinlara ve ¢cocuklara
kotii muameleyi ve insanlarin kole olarak alinip satilmasi-
n1 yasaklamustir.

Osmanlrda asirlar boyu siirdiiriilen bir gelenek, fethe-
dilen bir sehrin en biiyiik mabedinden ezan okunmasi ve
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ilk Cuma namazinin bu mabedde kilinmasidir. Boylece,
o sehrin fethedildigi tescillenmekte, ilgili mabed “Fethi-
ye Camii” olarak anilmakta ve sehirdeki diger mabedlere
gerekli olmadikca dokunulmamaktadir. Fatih Sultan Meh-
med Han, fetih sembolii olarak sancagin1 Ayasofya’nin
ortasindaki mihrabin bulundugu yere dikmis, kubbeye
dogru bir ok firlatmus ve ilk ezan1 kendisi okuyarak, Istan-
bul’'un fethini tescillemistir. Ardindan, siikiir secdesi ya-
parak, iki rekat namaz kilmistir. Bu davranisiyla da Aya-
sofya’y1 camiye ¢evirdigini géstermistir.

Fetihin ticiincii giiniinde ilk Cuma namazi da fetihin
manevi mimar1 Aksemseddin’in imametinde Ayasofya
Camii'nde kilinmustir. Ug giinliik siire icinde gece giindiiz
siiren hazirliklarla Ayasofya’ya mihrap ve minber konul-
mus, ayrica tahtadan bir minare dikilmistir. Ayasofya
icerisindeki tasinabilir heykel ve ikonalarin caminin di-
sina alinmasini, duvarlardaki mozaik resimlerin ise kirec
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tabakayla ortiilmesini emreden Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han,
bu ilk Cuma namazinda ordusuna bir hutbe irad etmistir.

istanbul'un fethinin hemen ardindan Fatih Sultan
Mehmed Han uzun siiredir iyi bir idareden mahrum kal-
dig1 icin fakirlige ve yikima mahkum olmus Istanbul'u ve
Ayasofya basta olmak iizere barindirdigi eserleri hizla ye-
niden yapilandirma gayreti icerisine girmistir. Bu yeniden
yapilandirma gayreti ise, Tiirk-Islam Medeniyeti’nin top-
lumsal yapisinda merkezi bir 6neme sahip olan vakiflar
tizerinden gerceklestirilmistir. Bu baglamda, Istanbul’'un
fethiyle, Roma Imparatoru unvanini alan ve Bizans hane-
dani iizerine kayithi bulunan tiim miilklere sahip olan Fa-
tih Sultan Mehmed Han, Ayasofya’da kilinan ilk namazla
birlikte camiyi vakfetmis, “Fatih Kiilliyesi ve Ayasofya-i
Kebir Vakfi’m1 kurmus, Ayasofya’nin ilelebet muhafaza-
sin1 vasiyet etmis ve cami hiiviyetinin devamliligini sart
kosmustur.

Istanbul’'un tiim sosyal hizmetlerini karsilamak iizere
vakiflar ihdas edilmistir. Boylece, istanbul bilim, egitim,
sanat, sosyal yardimlasma gibi alanlarda kusursuz bir
sistem olarak goriilen vakif kiiltiiriiniin yasama geciril-
digi en basarili merkezlerden biri haline gelmistir. Istan-
bul, Tiirk-Islam Medeniyeti'nin iistiin sehircilik anlayisini
temsil eden bir goriiniime biiriinmiistiir.

Vakiflar, kadilik makami tarafindan tescil edilen bir
‘vakif senedi’ ile ihdas edilmektedir. Vakif senetleri, pa-
disah dahil herkes icin baglayici hiikiimler icermektedir.
Fatih Kiilliyesi ve Ayasofya-i Kebir Vakfrnin hukuki statii-
siinii belirleyen 1462 tarihli vakfiye de bu acidan en 6nemli
belgelerden biri olarak kabul edilmektedir.

Bu vakfiye, Tiirk ve Islam Eserleri Miizesi'nde 2202
(eski 666) numarayla kayith bulunmaktadir. Vakfiyenin
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Evkaf Nezareti doneminde yapilan suret kaydi ise, Vakif-
lar Genel Miidiirliigii Arsivinde Istanbul 6. Vakfiye def-
terinde 46 numarada kayithidir. Ayni vakfiyenin Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti doneminde yapilan Latin harfli ¢evirisi de
Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii Arsivinde 575 numarali defter-
de 82. sayfadan itibaren 46 sira numarasi ile kayithidir. Bu
belgede vakfin hayir miiesseseleri, hayir sartlari, akarlari,
yonetimi gibi konular detayli bicimde anlatilmakta ve her
vakif senedinde oldugu gibi bir “vakif duas1” ve bir de “va-
kif bedduas1” yer almaktadir.

Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han'in Ayasofya vakfiyesi ince-
lendiginde, bu vakfin bilhassa egitim, din ve saglik hiz-
metleri acisindan dénemin en 6nemli kurumsal yapila-
rindan biri oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Ayrica bu hizmetlerin
devamliligini temin etmek icin cok sayida carsi, pazar,
diikkan ve ev akar olarak vakfedilmistir.

- U /B>

Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han’in bahse konu
vakif senedinde yer alan bedduasinin bir
kismu su sekildedir:

“Eger bu hayir miiesseseleri yikilacak olursa,
ikinci defa, iiciincii defa ila ahir yeniden insa
oluna... Biitiin bu serh ve ta’yin eyledigim seyler,
tesbit edilen sekilde ve vakfiyede yazili haliyle
VAKIF olmustur, sartlari degistirilemez, kanunlari
tagyir edilemez; asillart maksatlar: disinda bir
baska hale cevrilemez; tesbit edilen kurallari ve
kaideleri eksiltilemez, vakfa herhangi bir sekilde
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miidahale Allah’in diger haramlar: gibi haramdir.

Kim ki, bozuk teviller, hurafe ve dedikodudan
Oteye gecmeyen bdtil gerekgelerle, bu vakfin
sartlarindan birini degistirirse veya kanun ve
kurallarindan birini tagyir ederse, vakfin tebdili
ve iptali igin gayret gosterirse; vakfin ortadan
kalkmasina veya maksadindan ve gayesinden
baska bir gayeye cevrilmesine kast ederse, vakfin
temel hayir miiesseselerinden birinin yerine baska
bir kurum ikame eylemek ve vakfin boliimlerinden
birine itiraz etmek dilerse veya bu manada
yapilacak degisiklik veya itirazlara yardimci olur
yahut yol gosterirse; veya ser’-i serife aykirt olarak
vakifda tasarruf etmeye azm eylerse, mesela
seri’‘ata ve vakfiyeye aykir: ferman, berat, tomar
veya ta’lik yazarsa veyahut tevliyet hakki resmi
yahut takrir hakki resmi ve benzeri bir sey taleb
ederse, kisaca batil tasarruflardan birini isler yahut
bu tiir tasarruflari tamamen gecersiz olan yazili
kayitlara ve defterlere kaydeder ve bu tiir haksiz
islemlerini yalanlar yumagi olan hesaplarina
ilhak ederse, acikga biiyiik bir harami islemis olur,
giinahi gerektiren bir fiili irtikdb eylemis olur.
Allahin, meleklerin ve biitiin insanlarin la’neti
iizerlerine olsun. Ebeddiyyen cehennemde kalsinlar,
onlarin azaplar: asla hafifletilmesin ve onlara
ebediyyen merhamet olunmasin. Kim bunlari duyup
gordiikten sonra degistirirse, vebali ve giinahi bunu
degistirenlerin iizerine olsun. Hig siiphe yok ki,
Alléh her seyi isitir ve her seyi bilir.

(Kur’an-1 Kerim, Bakara Suresi, 2/181).”

rwﬂ
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AYASOFYA’NIN
HUKUKI STATUSU

AYASOFYA, mazbut vakif (yoneticisi ve miitevellisi
kalmamuis) statiisiinde bulunan Ebu’l Fetih Sultan Mehmet
Vakfina (giiniimiizde Fatih Sultan Mehmet Han Vakf) ait
ve vakfiyesi geregince cami olarak kullanilmasi gereken
hayrat tasinmaz niteligindedir. Ayasofya’nin cami olarak
vakfedildigine iliskin ifade, 1462 tarihli vakfiyede yer al-
maktadir. Ayasofya’nin statiisiiniin belirlenmesi acisindan
en onemli husus, Fatih Sultan Mehmet Han Vakfi'nin 1926
yilindan once kurulmus olmasidir. Nitekim, Tiirkiye'de
1926 yilindan once olusturulan vakiflarin hukuki statiile-
ri korunmaktadir. Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye'de 1926 yilindan
once kurulan vakiflar icin kuruldugu donemdeki gecerli
hukuk kurallar1 uygulanmaktadir.

° Hayrat tasinmazlar ibadethane, hastane ve ashane gibi
dogrudan dogruya hayir hizmetlerinin ifas1 icin kurul-
mus olan vakiflarin tasinmazlaridir.

° Hayrat tasinmazlar hicbir kisinin 6zel miilkiyetinde
degildir ve bu tasinmazlar hakkinda 6zel miilkiyet hii-
kiimleri tatbik olunamaz.

° Hayrat tasinmazlar satilamaz, rehnedilemez ve haczo-
lunamaz.
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Bu tasinmazlar, yiiriirliikte olan 5737 sayili Vakiflar Ka-
nunu’na gore kamunun istifadesine tahsis edilmistir.
Hayrat tasinmazlarin vakfin belirledigi kullanim ama-
cinin disinda bir amac icin tahsis edilememesi esastir.
Vakif hayrat tasinmazlarin amac dis1 kullanimlari
tictincii kisilerin yani sira devlete karsi da korunmustur.
Bu vakiflarin devletin korumasi altinda olmasi, devletin
istedigi zaman ve istedigi sekilde vakif mallari tizerinde
tasarrufta bulunmasi anlamina gelmez.

Tiirkiye'de vakiflara iliskin mevzuat ve Anayasa Mah-

kemesi, Yargitay ve Danistay kararlar1 birlikte degerlen-
dirildiginde, 1926 yilindan 6nce kurulmus olan vakiflarla
ilgili olarak,

Vakfiye ya da vakif senedinin vakfin kurucu belgesi
oldugu ve bu belgelerin vakfin konusuna, amacina ve
organlarina dair vakfedenin iradesini yansitan diizen-
lemeler icerdigi,

Vakfiye ya da vakif senedi hiikiimlerinin, hukuk kurali
etki, deger ve giiciinde oldugu,

Vakif kurma islemi tamamlandiktan sonra bu kuralla-
rin, “vakfedeni”, “vakfi idare edenleri”, “vakiftan fayda-
lanacaklar1” ve “liciincii kisileri” bagladigi gibi “Devleti”
de bagladig,

Kurucu iradeyi yansitan vakfiye ya da vakif senetlerini
hi¢ kimsenin degistiremeyecegi,

Vakif varliklarinin, vakfedenin iradesine uygun olarak
kullanilmasinin zorunlu oldugu,

sonucuna varilmaktadir.

19 Kasim 1936 tarihli tapu senedine gore, Ayasofya “57.

pafta, 57. ada, 7. parselde Fatih Sultan Mehmed Vakf1 adi-
na Tiirbe, Akaret, Muvakkithane ve Medreseden olusan
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Ayasofya-i Kebir Camii Serifi adina kayithidir. Ayasof-
ya'nin miilkiyetinin Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii adina tes-
cili ise, istanbul Merkez Mazbut Hayrat Vakif Tasinmaz
Mallar Kiitiiklerinde 139. siraya yapilarak ‘tasinmaz hay-
rat’ olarak kaydedilmistir.

Bu baglamda, Ayasofya’nin statiisiiniin hukuk diizeni
ile muhafaza edildigi ve giivence altina alindigi; mazbut
vakif niteligindeki Fatih Sultan Mehmet Han Vakfrnin
miilkiyetinde oldugu; vakfedenin iradesi geregi siirekli
sekilde cami olarak kullanilmasi i¢cin toplumun hizmeti-
ne sunuldugu ve tapu belgesinde de cami vasfi ile tescilli
bulundugu dikkate alindiginda, 1934 yilinda Ayasofya’nin
bir Bakanlar Kurulu Karari ile miizeye doniistiiriilmesinin
Tiirkiye'nin vakiflarla ilgili mevzuatina (miilga 864 sayi-
It Kanun, 2762 sayil1 miilga Vakiflar Kanunu, 4722 sayil
Tiirk Medeni Kanununun Yiiriirliigii ve Uygulama Sekli
Hakkinda Kanun ve 5737 sayil1 Vakiflar Kanunu) aykir1 ol-
dugu cok acik bir sekilde anlasilmaktadir. Diizenleyici is-
lemlerle vakif hayrat tasinmazlarin baska bir amaca 6zgii-
lenmesi mevzuata ve evrensel hukuk ilkelerine aykiridir.

Devletin, vakif varliginin vakfedenin iradesine uygun
olarak kullanilmasini saglama yoniinde pozitif yiikiimli-
ligii, vakif mal ve haklarina iliskin vakfedenin iradesini
ortadan kaldiracak sekilde miidahalede bulunmama yo6-
niinde negatif ylikiimliiliigii bulunmaktadir.

Nitekim, Siirekli Vakiflar Tarihi Eserlere ve Cevreye
Hizmet Derneginin Danistay’a actigi dava sonucunda,
Danistay 10. Dairesi Ayasofya’y1 miizeye ceviren 24 Kasim
1934 tarihli Bakanlar Kurulu kararini iptal etmistir. He-
men ardindan yayinlanan 2729 sayili, 10 Temmuz 2020
tarihli ve Cumhurbaskan1 Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan
imzali Cumhurbaskanligi kararnamesiyle Ayasofya Camii
ibadete acilmistir.
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Kariye Camii Karari

Danistay Idari Dava Daireleri Kurulu, 2019 yilinda
Ayasofya Camii davas igin emsal teskil edecek bir
karari yine
Fatih Sultan Mehmed Han'in vakfiyelerinden olan
Kariye Camii icin vermistir. Danistay Idari Dava
Daireleri Kurulu, 1945 yilinda bir Bakanlar Kurulu
karari ile miizeye doniistiiriilen Kariye Camii’nin,
miilkiyeti mazbut Fatih Sultan Mehmed Vakfi'na
ait bir hayrat tasinmaz olmasindan hareketle,
camiyi miizeye doniistiiren ilgili Bakanlar
Kurulu kararini yetki, sekil, sebep, maksat
yonlerinden hukuka aykiri bularak iptal etmistir.
Nitekim, Danistay 10. Dairesi’'nin Ayasofya
Camii’ne iliskin gerekgeli kararinda Kariye
Camii kararina referans verilmektedir.
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ULUSLARARASI HUKUK
ACISINDAN AYASOFYA CAMII

AYASOFYA’NIN hukuki statiisii ve kullanimina iligskin
tiim hususlar, 1453 yilindan itibaren Tiirkiye’nin i¢c mese-
lesidir. Yabanci devletlerin Ayasofya’ya yonelik her tiirlii
miidahale tesebbiisii, Tiirkiye'nin egemenlik haklarina
saygisizlik disinda anlam ifade etmemektedir. Ayasofya
Camii, sadece kiiltiirel ve dogal mirasin korunmasina ilis-
kin Tiirkiye’nin de taraf oldugu sozlesmeler baglaminda
uluslararasi toplumu ilgilendirebilecek bir konudur.

Bu baglamda, uluslararasi hukuk acgisindan “Diinya
Kiiltiirel ve Dogal Mirasinin Korunmasina Dair S6zlesme”
On plana ¢ikmaktadir. Bu S6zlesme, biitiin insanligin ortak
mirasi olarak kabul edilen evrensel degerlere sahip kiiltii-
rel ve dogal varliklar1 diinyaya tanitmak, toplumlarda ev-
rensel mirasa sahip ¢ikacak bilinci olusturmak ve cesitli
sebeplerle bozulan veya yok olan kiiltiirel ve dogal deger-
lerin yasatilmasi i¢in gerekli isbirligini saglamak amaciyla
16 Kasim 1972 tarihinde kabul edilmistir. Tiirkiye UNES-
CO Diinya Kiiltiirel ve Dogal Mirasinin Korunmasina Dair
Sozlesme’ye 1983 yilinda taraf olmustur.

Bu Sozlesme cercevesinde, uluslararasi onem tasi-
yan ve korunmaya deger dogal olusumlara, anitlara ve
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sitlere Diinya Mirasi statiisii taninarak, s6z konusu varlik-
lar Diinya Miras Listesine eklenmektedir. Diinyada top-
lam 1121 alan, Tiirkiye'den ise 18 alan Diinya Miras Liste-
si'nde yer almaktadir.

Ayasofya, 1985 yilinda kullanim durumuna iliskin
herhangi bir niteleme yapilmaksizin “Istanbul'un Tari-
hi Alanlar” baslig1 altinda Topkapi Sarayi, Siileymaniye
Camii, Sultan Ahmet Camii, Sehzade Mehmet Camii, Zey-
rek Camii, Tarihi Surlar gibi eserlerin bulundugu tarihi
yarimada icerisinde Diinya Miras Listesi’ne dahil edilmistir.
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Diinya Kiiltiirel ve Dogal Mirasinin Korunmasina Dair
Sozlesme’nin 6. Maddesinde, “Bu Sozlesmeye taraf olan
Devletler, 1. ve 2. maddelerde sozii edilen kiiltiirel ve do-
gal mirasin topraklar1 iizerinde bulundugu devletlerin
egemenligine tam olarak saygi gostererek ve ulusal yasa-
larin sagladig1 miilkiyet haklarina zarar vermeden, bu
tiir mirasin, biitiin uluslararasi toplum tarafindan isbirligi
ile korunmasi gereken evrensel bir miras oldugunu kabul
ederler.” hitkmii yer almaktadir. S6zlesme bir devletin iil-
kesinde bulunan kiiltiirel varlik izerinde egemenlik yetki-
lerini kullanmasini sinirlandirmamaktadir.

Dolayisiyla, Sozlesmeye taraf devletler, Ayasofya Kkiil-
tiirel ve dogal mirasinin, topraklar tizerinde bulundugu
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devletinin egemenligine tam olarak
sayg1 gostererek ve ulusal yasalarinin sagladigi miilkiyet
haklarina zarar vermeden, uluslararasi toplum tarafindan
isbirligi ile korunmasi gereken evrensel bir miras oldugunu
acikca kabul etmektedirler. S6z konusu Sozlesme, evrensel
miras statiisiindeki kiiltiir varliklarinin kullanim sekli
yahut hiiviyetine iliskin hi¢bir sinirlamada bulunmamak-
tadir. Aksine, Ayasofya’nin kullanim seklinin i¢ hukukta
yer alan “vakif miilkiyet hukuku” cercevesinde belirlen-
mesi, Sozlesmenin 6. maddesinde ifade edilen “egemenlige
tam olarak saygi gosterme” ve “ulusal yasalarin sagladigi
miilkiyet haklarina zarar vermeme” ilkeleri kapsaminda
Sozlesme'den kaynaklanan bir zorunluluktur. Kisacasi, bu
varliklarin miize, ibadethane, kamu kurumu yahut farkl
bir sekilde kullanilmasi S6zlesmenin kapsami disinda kal-
maktadir.

Uluslararasi hukuk baglaminda, Ayasofya’nin camiye do-
niistiiriilmesi Avrupa insan Haklar1 Sozlesmesi acisindan
da degerlendirilebilir. Avrupa Insan Haklar1 Szlesmesinde
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gilivence altina alinan haklar arasinda “vakif kurma hak-
ki” acik¢a yer almamakla bitlikte, Avrupa insan Haklar
Mahkemesi (AIHM), Sozlesme’nin 11. maddesindeki “bir-
lik kurma hakkirni, “vakif kurma hakkini” da kapsayacak
sekilde genis yorumlamakta ve vakif kurma hakkini S6z-
lesme’nin 9. maddesindeki din ve vicdan hiirriyeti ile 10.
maddesindeki ifade hiirriyetiyle yakindan iliskili olarak
gormektedir.

AIHM de Osmanli déoneminde kurulanlar da dahil ol-
mak iizere, vakiflarin korunan statiilerinin bir sonucu ola-
rak sahip olduklar1 tasinmaz ve haklarinin miilkiyet hak-
ki kapsaminda korunmasini garanti altina almaktadir.
Miilkiyet hakki, maliki olunan varligi kullanma, degerlen-
dirme ve yararlanma yetkilerini icerdigi icin vakfedenin
vakfettigi mal ve haklarla ilgili iradesinin korunmasi ge-
rekmektedir. Dolayisiyla, vakfedenin iradesine aykiri ola-
rak vakif tasinmazinin vasfinin degistirilmesi veya baska
bir amaca hizmet edecek sekilde kullanilmasi ATHM icti-
hatlariyla da bagdasmamaktadir.

Tiirkiye'nin taraf oldugu uluslararasi sézlesmeler bag-
laminda, Ayasofya’nin camiye doniistiiriilmesine engel
teskil edecek bir hiikiim s6z konusu degildir. Tiirkiye diin
oldugu gibi bugiinden sonra da sahip oldugu Kkiiltiirel ve
dogal miras varliklarim titizlikle korumaya devam ede-
cektir. Tiirkiye bu konuda gecmisi en temiz iilkelerden
biridir. Tiirkiye, UNESCO Diinya Kiiltiirel ve Dogal Mira-
sinin Korunmasi Sozlesmesi, 2863 sayili Kiiltiir ve Tabiat
Varliklarini Koruma Kanunu ile 2011 tarihli istanbul Ta-
rihi Yarimada Alan Yonetim Plani hiikiimleri uyarinca
Ayasofya Camii’nin 6zgiinliigiinii, biitiinliigiinii ve tistiin
evrensel degerini korumaya devam edecektir.
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CUMHURBASKANI ERDOGAN’IN
AYASOFYA MANIFESTOSU

CUMHURBASKANI Sayin Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in
Ayasofya karar1 Tiirkiye’de ve diinyada giindem teskil et-
mis ve uluslararasi diizeyde bu karara iliskin bazi elesti-
riler dile getirilmistir. Ancak, unutulmamalidir ki, uzun
yillardir Ayasofya’ya ev sahipligi yapan Tiirkiye’nin bu
mabedin yasatilmasi icin yaptig1 katkilar sayesinde soz
konusu kiiltiirel miras bugiinlere kadar varligini siirdiir-
miistiir.

Cumhurbaskani Erdogan’in Ayasofya’y1 miizeden ca-
miye doniistiiren karar1 imzaladig1r 10 Temmuz 2020 ta-
rihinde yaptig1 konusma bir manifesto niteligindedir. Bu
konusma, soz konusu karara yonelik uluslararasi kamuo-
yunda yapilan elestirilerin tiimiine yonelik yanitlar icer-
mektedir. Ayn1 zamanda, insanligin ortak mirasi olarak
Ayasofya’nin gelecekte de giiclii sekilde sahiplenileceginin
ve 0zenle korunacaginin en temel gostergesidir.
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Istanksil 11, Faih lgesinde bulunan Ayasolva Camiinin mileeye govribmesd hakkindaki
2400934 waribli ve M5B9 sayh Bakandsr Kurubu Karan, Dasigay Osuncu Dairesiain
L0 waribll ve E:200 6016015, K202002598 sayils Karam ibe aptal edildiganden, Ayaofva
Camiimin yimetiminin 206/ 193 washli ve 633 sayl Diyanet Ilen Bagkanbf Kunsdug ve
(Rirevleri Hakkinds Kanunan 35 inci moddesi gerefince Diyanet lglen Bagkasliging
devredilerek ihadete agilmasana karar verilmagtir.
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Recep Tayyip ERDOGAN
Cunshurbagkam)
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Aziz Milletim...

Sizleri en kalbi duygularimla, muhabbetle
selamlyorum.

Danstay bugiin, Ayasofya’nin camiden miizeye
doniistiiriilmesini saglayan 1934 tarihli Bakanlar Kurulu
diizenlemesini iptal etti.

Biz de buna dayanarak cikardigimiz bir
Cumhurbaskanlig diizenlemesiyle, Ayasofya’nin yeniden
Cami olarak hizmete acilmasini sagladik.

Bdéylece Ayasofya, 86 yil sonra yeniden, Fatih Sultan
Mehmet Han’in vakfiyesinde belirttigi sekilde Cami olarak
hizmet vermeye baslayabilecektir.

Bu kararin milletimize, iimmete ve tiim insanliga
hayirl olmasin diliyorum.

Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligimiz, konunun idari ve
teknik hazirliklaryla, Diyanet Isleri Baskanlhigimiz da dini
yéniiyle ilgili calismalara hemen bagslad.

Miize statiisiinden citkmastyla birlikte, Ayasofya
Camii’ne iicretli giris uygulamasini da kaldiriyoruz.

Tiim Camilerimiz gibi Ayasofya’min kapilar: da, yerli
ve yabanct, miislim ve gayrimiislim herkese sonuna kadar
actk olacaktur.

Insanligin ortak mirasi olan Ayasofya, yeni statiisiiyle
herkesi kucaklamaya, ¢cok daha samimi, ¢cok daha ézgiin
sekilde devam edecektir.

Hazirliklaru siiratle tamamlayarak, 24 Temmuz 2020
Cuma giinii, Cuma namaczi ile birlikte Ayasofya’yt ibadete
acmay: planlyoruz.

Bu kararin, iceride ve disarida cesitli tartismalara yol
acmast muhtemeldir. Herkesi, iilkemizin yargi ve yiiriitme
organlari tarafindan alinan Ayasofya kararina saygili
olmaya davet ediyorum.
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Uluslararasi alanda bu konuda ortaya konan her tiirlii
goriigii elbette anlayisla karsilariz.

Ancak, Ayasofya’nin hangi amacla kullanilacagi
konusu, Tiirkiye'nin egemenlik haklariyla ilgilidir.

Yeni bir diizenlemeyle Ayasofya’nin ibadete aciliyor
olmasu, iilkemizin egemenlik hakk: kullanimindan
ibarettir.

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyetinin bayragi neyse, baskenti
neyse, ezani neyse, dili neyse, sinirlari neyse, 81 vilayeti
neyse, Ayasofya’nin vakfiyesine uygun sekilde camiye
doniistiiriilmesi hakk: da odur.

Bu konuda, goriis belirtmenin otesindeki her tiirlii tavrt
ve ifadeyi, bagimsizliGimizin ihlali olarak kabul ederiz.

Tiirkiye olarak nasul diger iilkelerdeki ibadet
mekdnlaryla ilgili tasarruflara karismuyorsak, biz de
tarihi ve hukuki haklarimiza sahip cikma konusunda ayni
anlayist bekliyoruz.

Ustelik bu, oyle 50-100 yullik degil, tam 567 yillik bir
haktur.
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Sayet bugiin inang odakl bir tartisma yapilacaksa,
bunun konusu Ayasofya degil, diinyanin dort bir yanminda
her gecen giin tirmanan Islam diismanligi ve yabanci
nefreti olmalidr.

Tiirkiye'nin karari, sadece kendi ic hukuku ve tarihi
haklarwla ilgilidir.

Bu kararin arkasinda duran tiim siyasi partilere ve
liderlerine, sivil toplum kuruluslarina, milletimizin her bir
ferdine siikranlarimi sunuyorum.

Aziz Milletim...

Istanbul’un fethi ve Ayasofya’nin Cami haline
doniistiiriilmesi hadisesi, Tiirk tarihinin en sanl sayfalart
arasinda yer alir.

Uzun bir kusatmanin ardindan 29 Mayis 1453
tarihinde Istanbul’u fethederek sehre giren Fatih Sultan
Mehmet Han, dogrudan Ayasofya’ya yonelir.

Bizans halku, korku ve merakla Ayasofyada akibetlerini
beklemektedir.

Fatih, kendisini karsilayan halka, hayatlari ve
hiirriyetleri konusunda teminat vererek, Ayasofya’ya girer.

Istanbul’'un Fatihi, fetih sembolii olarak sancagini
Ayasofya’nin ortasindaki mihrabin bulundugu yere diker,
kubbeye dogru bir ok firlatir, ilk ezant da kendisi okur.

Bdylece, fethini tescillemis olur.

Ardindan, mabedin uygun bir késesinde siikiir secdesi
yaparak, iki rekdat namaz kilar. Bu davranisiyla da
Ayasofya’yi camiye cevirdigini gosterir.

Sultan Fatih, Istanbul’un incisi bu ulu mabedi
zemininden catisina kadar biiyiik bir titizlikle inceler.
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Tarihcilerin yazdigina gore, Ayasofya’nin kubbesine
ctkan Fatih Sultan Mehmet Han, yapinin ve cevrenin
harap goriintiisii karsisinda, su meshur Farsca beyti
sayler:

“PERDEDARI MIKONED BER KASR-I KAYSER
ANKEBUT

BUM NOVBET MIZENED DER TAREM-I EFRASIYAB”

Bugiiniin Tiirkcesiyle tekrarlayacak olursak;

“ORUMCEK KAYSER’IN SARAYINDA PERDEDAR
YAPIYOR

BAYKUS EFRASIYAB’IN BURCUNDA NOBET
TUTUYOR”

Evet... Fatih Sultan Mehmet Han, iste boylesine harap,
bitap, perisan bir Istanbul ve Ayasofya devralnustir.

Esasen, Fatil'in teslim aldig1 Ayasofya, daha énce ayni
yere yapilan ilk iki kilise kargasa donemlerinde yakilip
yikildigu icin, iiciincii defa insa edilmis bir eserdir.

Fethin ardindan iic giinliik hummal bir calismayla, ilk
Cuma namazi icin Ayasofya ibadete hazir hale getirilir.

Devlet erkdni ve askeriyle beraber camiye giren Fatih,
burada kubbeleri cinlatan tekbirler ve salavatlarla
karsilanr.

Ayasofyadaki ilk Cuma’nin hutbesini Fatih irad eder,
namazi da hocasit Aksemsettin Hazretleri kildirir.

Fatih, diger Hristiyan mezhepleri tarafindan dislanan
Ortodoks Kilisesini de himayesi altina alarak gelismesini
saglar.

Bu ulu mabedin kubbeleri ve duvarlari, o giinden
itibaren 481 yil boyunca ezanlarla, salalarla, tekbirlerle,
salavatlarla, hatmi seriflerle, mevlid-i seriflerle
cinlanustir.
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Asirlarca yasadigr depremlerden, yanginlardan,
yagmalardan ve bakimsizliktan dolay: harap vaziyette
olan Istanbul, fetihle birlikte yeniden ayaga kaldwrilmugtir.

Bu siirecin sembolii de Ayasofyadir.

Fatih Sultan Mehmet Han'dan itibaren her padisah,
Istanbul’u ve Ayasofya’yi daha da giizellestirmenin gayreti

icinde olmustur.

Sehrin Ulu Camisi olarak belirlenen Ayasofya, zaman
icinde etrafina ilave edilen yapilariyla, tam tekmil bir
kiilliye haline doniistiiriilmiis ve astrlarca miiminlere
hizmet vermistir.

Neredeyse takip eden her asirda biiyiik onarimlara tabi
tutulan, eklemelerle daha da giizellestirilen Ayasofya’ya,
milletimiz hep gézbebegi gibi bakmustur.

Oyle ki, “Tanrvmn Hikmeti” anlamina gelen orijinal
ismini degistirmeye dahi tesebbiis etmemistir.

Goriildiigii gibi, kohne bir devletin ¢okiintiisii altinda
yikilmak iizere olan bu mabed, ecdadimuz tarafindan
sadece camiye doniistiiriilmekle kalmamus, ayni zamanda
ihya ve i’la edilmistir. Iste bunun icin Ayasofya’nin her
devirde bu milletin tiim fertlerinin gonliinde ayr1 bir yeri
olmustur.

Bizim de genclik yularimizdan beri kalbimizde bir
Ayasofya sevgisi vardir.

Bu mabedi, kiiltiir hazinesi kimligine halel getirmeden,
vakfiyesine uygun sekilde yeniden ibadete acarak,
milletimize 6nemli bir hizmet verdigimize inantyoruz.

Aziz Milletim...

Milletimiz icin fetih “Cihad-1 Asgar” hiikmiinde iken,
asil “Cihad-1 Ekber” imar, insa ve hayrat faaliyetleriydi.
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Dogu Roma déneminde Ayasofya insa edilirken
Musir'dan Izmir’e, Suriye'den Balikesir'e kadar
imparatorlugun dort bir yanindan malzeme tasinmusti.

Fatih ve ardindan gelen padisahlar, Anadolu’nun
ve Rumeli’nin her yerinden zanaat erbabini Istanbul’'a
getirerek, hem Ayasofya’yt, hem sehri adeta yeni bastan
imar ve insa ettirdiler.

Bunu yaparken de, devraldiklar:t mirastan azami
derecede faydalandilar.

Mesela Fatih, Ayasofya’min icindeki sabit mozaikleri
korumus, sadece taginir heykelleri yapidan cikarttirmistir.

Astrlar boyunca yerinde kalan mozaikler, daha sonraki
onarimlar sirasinda peyderpey kapatilmus, béylece dis
etkilere karsi korunmast ve bugiinlere gelmesi temin
edilmistir.

Esasen farkli inanclarin mensuplarina hosgoriiyle
bakmak, dinimizin oziinde varolan bir yaklasimdir.

Peygamber Efendimiz, tebligini siirdiiriirken,
Miisliimanlara saldirmayan ve bozgunculuk yapmayan
diger dinlerden topluluklara herhangi bir miidahalede
bulunmanustur.

Hazreti Omer de Kudiis’ii aldiginda, sehirdeki
Hristiyanlari ve Musevileri, haklari ve ibadethaneleriyle
korumas altina alnugtir.

Ecdadin kurdugu tiim devletler gibi Osmanli'nin
Yyéneticileri de ayni yolu izlemistir.

Fatil’in ve ardindan gelenlerin Istanbul'da yaptiklar
da, bu kadim gelenegi takip etmekten ibarettir.

Medeniyet tarihimizin en onemli isimlerinden olan
Mimar Sinan, Ayasofya’ya en cok katkt yapan kisilerin
bagsinda geliyor.
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Ayasofya Camii, mihrabi, minberi, kiirsiisii, minareleri,
hiinkar mahfili, levhalari, nakiglari, samdanlari, halilart,
sadirvani ve diger tiim unsurlariyla 481 yilda bu hale geldi.

Tarih boyunca hep Istanbul’'un en kalabalik
cemaatlerinin toplandigi Ayasofya, Teravih, Kadir Gecesi
ve Bayram gibi miistesna giinlerde gercekten cok goz alict
manzaralarin yasandigi bir yer olmustur.

Dolaysiyla, Tiirk Milletinin Ayasofya iizerindeki hakki,
yaklasik 1.500 yul once bu eseri ilk insa edenlerden daha
az degildir.

Tam tersine yaptigi katkilar ve giiclii sahiplenisi
itibariyle milletimizin, bugiin insanlik mirastnin en onemli
eserleri arasinda gosterilen Ayasofya iizerindeki hakkt
daha fazladur.

Istanbul, fetihle beraber Miisliiman, Hristiyan ve
Musevilerin baris ve huzur icinde, bir arada yasadig bir
sehir haline gelmistir.

Tarih, fethettigimiz her yerde refahi, giiveni, huzuru
ve hosgoriiyii hakim kilmak icin verdigimiz biiyiik
miicadelelerin sahididir.

Bugiin de iilkemizin her kdsesindeki Camilerimiz
yamnda, her inanca ait binlerce tarihi mabed vardir.

Ayrica, cemaati olan her yerde kiliseler ve havralar
Sfaaliyet gostermektedir.

Halen iilkemizde ibadete acik 435 kilise, sinagog ve
havra bulunuyor.

Baska cografyalarda benzerine rastlayamayacagimiz
bu manzara bizim farkliliklarimizi zenginlik olarak goren
anlayisitmuzin bir tezahiiriidiir.

Buna ragmen millet olarak, yakin tarihimizde dahi
bunun tam tersi orneklerle karsilasmaktan kurtulamadik.
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Osmanlvmin cekilmek zorunda kaldigt Dogu Avrupa ve
Balkan cografyasinda, ecdadin asirlar boyunca insa ettigi
eserlerden pek azi hala ayaktadur.

“SU-I MISAL EMSAL OLMAZ” siziinden hareketle,
bu kotii orneklerin hicbirini dikkate almuyor, kendi
medeniyetimizin insa ve ihya iizerine kurulu durusunu
kararhilikla koruyoruz.

Aziz Milletim...

Bugiin yeniden ibarete acilmast karari vesilesiyle
bir kez daha dikkatlerin iizerinde toplandigi Ayasofya
tartismalarmin yaklagik bir asirlik gecmisi vardir.

Anadoluw’nun ve Istanbul’'un isgal yillarinda da
Ayasofya’nin kiliseye cevrilmesi tartismalari: yasanir.

Bu niyetin ilk adim olarak, Ayasofya’nin kapisina tam
techizatl bir isgal birligi dayanur.

Birligin basindaki Fransiz komutan, Ayasofyada
gorevli Osmanli subayina, kendilerinin buraya
yerleseceklerini, bunun icin Tiirk askerinin camiyi
bosaltmasi gerektigini bildirir.

Askerleriyle birlikte Ayasofya’yt koruyan Binbasi Tevfik
Bey, onlara su cevabu verir:

“BURAYA GIREMEZSINIZ VE GIREMEYECEKSINIZ.

CUNKU BURASI BIZIM MABEDIMIZDIR.

SAYET CEBREN GIRMEYE TESEBBUS
EDECEK OLURSANIZ, SIZE ILK CEVABI S UAGIR
MAKINALILAR, SONRA DA CAMININ DORT
KOSESINE YERLESTIRDIGIMIZ TAHRIP KALIPLARI
VERECEKTIR.

AYASOFYA'NIN UZERINIZE YIKILMASINI GOZE
ALABILIYORSANIZ, BUYURUN GIRMEYI DENEYIN™.
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Baylece isgalcilerin Ayasofyayt ele gecirme iimitlerini
bosa cikarr.

Ayasofya’yva yabanci ilgisi, daha sonraki yillarda,
mozaik tamiri gibi bahanelerle siirer.

Bu strada tek parti donemi hiikiimeti, cikardigi bir
kararnameyle, camilerin birbirine uzakliginin en az 500
metre olmasi gerektigi kuralini getirerek, Ayasofya’yt
ibadete kapatir.

Bir siire sonra da, 1 Subat 1935 tarihinde, Ayasofya
miize olarak ilan edilip ziyarete acilir.

Ibadete kapali bulundugu yillar boyunca ecdat
yadigart bu eser, biiyiik bir tarih kyyimina maruz kalwr.

Caminin bitisigindeki, Istanbul'daki ilk Osmanli
iiniversitesi olan ve Fatih tarafindan insa ettirilen
Ayasofya Medresesi, sebepsiz yere yikilarak ortadan
kaldiriir.

Ayasofya’nin zemininde serili nadide halilar kesilerek
saga sola dagitilir.

Antika samdanlar eritilmek iizere dokiimhaneye
gotiiriiliir.

Halen yerinde duran saheser levhalar ise cok biiyiik
olduklari icin kapidan ¢cikarilamaz ve mecburen depoya
kaldwrilir.

Bu levhalar daha sonra Demokrat Parti devrinde tekrar
yerlerine asildi.

Ayasofya’nin ugradigi tahribat bunlarla simirl kalmaz.

Cami oldugu devirlerden hicbir eser kalmasin
isteyenler, az kalsin Ayasofya’nin minarelerini dahi
yiktiracaklarda.

Nitekim, Sultan Ikinci Bayezid doneminde camiye
cevrilen Kiiciik Ayasofya’nin minaresi, hukuki hicbir
dayanagi olmadan bir gecede yerle yeksan edilir.
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Siramin Ayasofya’ya geldigini goren tarihgi, gazeteci ve
miizeci Ibrahim Hakki Konyalt hemen bir rapor yazar ve
nesreder.

Merhum Konyali'nin raporunda, “Bu minareler
kubbenin destegidir, eger minareler yikilirsa Ayasofya da
yikilir” dendigi icin mecburen yikimdan vazgecilir.

Ayni donemde iilkemizin doért bir yaninda pek cok
caminin, medresenin, ecdat yadigari eserin basina benzer
felaketler gelmistir.

Esasen, tek parti doneminde alinan bu karar, tarihe
ihanet olmanin yamnda, hukuka da aykiriydi.

Ciinkii Ayasofya ne devletin, ne de herhangi bir
kurumun mal degil, vakif miilkiidiir.

Fatih Istanbul’'u fethettiginde, Roma Imparatoru
unvamni da almigs ve dolayistyla Bizans hanedant iizerine
kayitlt bulunan tiim emlake sahip olmustur.

Iste bu hukuka istinaden, Ayasofya da, Fatih’in ve onun
kurdugu vakfin iizerine tapulanmustir.

Cumhuriyet doneminde bu tapu senedinin yeni
harflerle hazirlanmis resmi bir sureti de ¢citkarilarak
hukuki statiisii tescillenmistir.

Ayasofya Fatil'in tapulu miilkii olmasaydt, hukuken
burayt vakfetme hakki da bulunmazda.

Fatih Sultan Mehmet Han, Ayasofya’yt da iceren 1
Haziran 1453 tarihli yiizlerce sayfalik vakfiyesinin bir
yerinde aynen sunlari séyliiyor:

“KIM BU AYASOFYA’YI CAMIYE DONUSTUREN
VAKFIYEMI DEGISTIRIR, BIR MADDESINI TEBDIL
EDER, ONU IPTAL VEYA TEDILE KOSARSA...

FASIT VEYA FASIK BIR TEVILLE VEYA HERHANGI
BIR DALAVEREYLE AYASOFYA CAMISI'NIN
VAKIF HUKMUNU YURURLUKTEN KALDIRMAYA
KASTEDERSE...
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ASLINI DEGISTIRIR, FURUUNA ITIRAZ EDER VE
BUNLARI YAPANLARA YOL GOSTERIR, YARDIM
EDERSE...

KANUNSUZ OLARAK ONDA TASARRUF YAPMAYA
KALKAR, CAMILIKTEN CIKARIR VE SAHTE EVRAK
DUZENLEYEREK, MUTEVELLILIK HAKKI GIBI SEYLER
ISTERSE...

YAHUT ONU KENDI BATIL DEFTERINE KAYDEDER
VEYA YALANDAN KENDI HESABINA GECIRIRSE...

HUZURUNUZDA IFADE EDIYORUM KI, EN BUYUK
HARAMI ISLEMIS VE GUNAHI KAZANMIS OLUR.

BU VAKFIYEYI KIM DEGISTIRIRSE; ALLAH'IN,
PEYGAMBER’IN, MELEKLERIN, BUTUN
YONETICILERIN VE DAHI BUTUN MUSLUMANLARIN
EBEDIYEN LANETI ONUN VE ONLARIN UZERINE
OLSUN...

AZAPLARI HAFIFLEMESIN, HASR GUNUNDE
YUZLERINE BAKILMASIN.

KIM BUNLARI ISITTIKTEN SONRA HALA BU
DEGISTIRME ISINE DEVAM EDERSE, GUNAHI ONU
DEGISTIRENE AIT OLACAKTIR.

ALLAH’IN AZABI ONLARADIR.

ALLAH ISITENDIR, BILENDIR.”

Evet... Bugiin alinan karar, ayni zamanda Fatil’in iste
bu agwr bedduasindan kurtulmamuzi saglanustir.

Gerci, ayni zihniyet bugiin de, birakiniz Ayasofya’nin
hiizniinii gidermeyi, Istanbul’'un en gozde Camisi Sultan
Ahmet’i miizeye doniistiirmeyi teklif edebilmektedir.

Bu zihniyet gecmiste, Sultan Ahmet Camii’ni resim
galerisi, Yildiz Sarayini kumarhane, Ayasofya’yt caz
kuliibii olarak kullanmay: da diisiinmiis, hatta bir kismini
gerceklestirmisti.
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Her donemde oldugu gibi giiniimiizde de bu baks
acisi, cagdagslik kisvesi altinda cag dis1 bir anlayisin
tezahiiriidiir.

Vatikan’in miize haline déniistiiriilerek ibadete
kapatilmasini talep etmekle, Ayasofya’nin miize olarak
kalmasinda israrci olmak aynt mantigin iiriiniidiir.

Bunun bir adim sonrast, insanligin en eski mabedi
olan Kabe’nin ve yine kadim mabed Mescid-i Aksa’nin da
miizeye doniistiiriilmesi istegidir.

Rabbim iilkemizi ve insanligi, bu zihniyetten ilelebet
muhafaza eylesin diyorum.

Rabbim bir daha bu milleti degerlerine diismanlik
edenlerle stnamasin diyorum.

Aziz Milletim...

Bazi eserler vardir ki, bunlar milletlerin ve devletlerin
semboliidiir.

Ayasofya'da iste bu sembollerimizden biridir.

Yahya Kemal, 1922 yilinda yazdig1 bir makalede soyle
diyor:

“BU DEVLETIN IKI MANEVI TEMELI VARDIR:

FATIH’IN AYASOFYA MINARESINDEN OKUTTUGU
EZAN KI HALA OKUNUYOR...

SELIM’IN HIRKA-I SAADET ONUNDE OKUTTUGU
KURAN KI HALA OKUNUYOR...”

Yine Yahya Kemal'in ifadesiyle Ayasofya’'nin milletimiz
icin anlamu su sekildedir:

“BIR ZAMANLAR HENDESEDEN ABIDE
ZANNETTIMDI;

KUBBEN ALTINDA BU CUMHURA BAKARKEN
SIMDI,
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SENELERDEN BERI RUYADA GORUP OZLEDIGIM

CEDLERIN MAGFIRET IKLIMINE GIRMIS GIBIYIM”

Sairin “cedlerin magrifet iklimi” olarak tarif ettigi bu
mabed, maalesef, uzunca bir siire ezan ve Kur'an sesinden
mahrum kalmusgtir.

Once 19807de, ardindan 1991'de Ayasofya’nin hiinkar
mahfili ibadete acilnussa da, ana yapist itibariyle bu
mabedin boynu hep biikiik kalmaya devam etmistir.

Fikir ve sanat insanlarimizin hemen hepsi,
Ayasofya’nin oksiizliigii konusunu yazilarinda,
konusmalarinda dile getirmistir.

Merhum Necip Fazil Kisakiirek, “Tiirk’iin bu vatanda
kalip kalmayacagindan siiphe edenler, Ayasofya’nin
da acitlip acilmayacagindan siiphe eder” diyerek, bu
konudaki inancini ortaya koyar.

Ustadin, “Ayasofya acilmalidir, Tiirk’iin kapali bahtiyla
beraber agcilmalidir” cagrisina iste bugiin cevap veriyoruz.
Nazim Hikmet'in Istanbul’'un fethini ve Ayasofya’nin

Camiye doniistiiriilmesini anlattig siiri de cok carpidir:

“ISLAM’IN EN BEKLEDIGI EN SEREFLI GUNDUR BU

RUM KOSTANTINIYE’SI OLDU TURK ISTANBUL'U

CIHANA KARSI KOYAN BIR ORDUNUN SAHIBI

TURK'UN PADISAHI, BIR GOK YARILIR GIBI

GIRDI EDIRNEKAPI'DAN KIR ATIN USTUNDE

FETHETTI ISTANBUL'U SEKIZ HAFTA UC GUNDE

O NE MUTLU, MUBAREK BIR KULUYM USALLAH’IN

BELDE-I TAYYIBE’YI FETHEDEN PADISAHIN

HAK YERINE GETIRDI, EN BUYUK NIYAZINI

KILDI AYASOFYA’DA IKINDI NAMAZINI”

Bir baska tarihgi ve sair Nihal Atsiz'a, “Diinyaya bir
daha gelseniz, ne olmak isterdiniz?” diye soruldugunda,
cevabi “Ayasofya’ya imam olmak isterdim” olmustur.
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Diinya ¢apindaki tarih¢imiz Halil Inalcik, “Bati,
Istanbul’un fethini ve Ayasofya’yt hic unutmadi” derken,
aslinda bize bu konunun siyaset iistii bir mesele oldugunu
anlatmaya calistyordu.

Edebiyatimizin zirve isimlerinden Peyami Safa ise,
“Avasofya’nin miize haline getirilmesi, Hristiyanligin
Istanbul iizerindeki emellerini bertaraf etmemis, bilakis
cesaretini artirmus, kiskirtmis ve azdirmistir” diyordu.

Osman Yiiksel Serdengecti’nin idamla yargilanmasina
sebep olan Ayasofva baslikl yazisi su satirlarla son bulur:

“‘AYASOFYA!

EY MUHTESEM MABET...

MERAK ETME, FATIH'IN TORUNLARI BUTUN
PUTLARI DEVIRIP SENI CAMIYE CEVIRECEKLER.

GOZ YASLARIYLA ABDEST ALIP SECDELERE
KAPANACAKLAR.

TEHLIL VE TEKBIR SADALARI BOS KUBBELERINI
YENIDEN DOLDURACAK, IKINCI BIR FETIH OLACAK.

OZANLAR BUNUN DESTANINI YAZACAKLAR,
EZANLAR ILANINI YAPACAKLAR.

SESSIZ VE OKSUZ MINARELERDEN YUKSELEN
TEKBIR SESLERI FEZALARI YENIDEN INLETECEK.

SEREFELERIN YINE ALLAH’IN VE HAZRETI
MUHAMMED’IN SEREFINE ISIL ISIL YANACAK.

BUTUN DUNYA FATIH DIRILDI SANACAK.

BU OLACAK AYASOFYA, BU OLACAK.

IKINCI BIR FETIH, YENI BIR BA’SU BA'DEL-MEVT...

BU MUHAKKAK...

BU GUNLER YAKIN...

BELKI YARIN, BELKI YARINDAN DA YAKIN..”

Hamdolsun, iste o yarinlara kavustuk.
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Ayasofya’nin mahzunlugu konusundaki en capict
siirlerden biri de Arif Nihat Asya’ya aittir:

“ULU MABED, NEYE HICRANA BURUNDUN BOYLE

FATIH’IN DEVRINI BIR NEBZECIK OLSA SOYLE!

BES VAKIT LOSLUGUNDA SAF SAFTIK

DAVETIN VARDI DUN EZANLARINDA.

SENI EY MABEDIM UTANSINLAR

KAPAYANLAR DA, ACMAYANLAR DA!”

Bugiin Tiirkiye, iste boyle bir utanctan kurtulmustur.

Bugiin Ayasofya, insa edildigi tarihten itibaren
defalarca sahit oldugu yeniden dirilislerinden birini
yasuyor.

Ayasofya’min dirilisi, Mescid-i Aksa’nin ozgiirliige
kavusmaswmin habercisidir.

Ayasofya’min dirilisi, diinyanin dért bir yanindaki
Miisliimanlarin fetret devrinden cikis iradesinin ayak
sesidir.

Ayasofya’nin dirilisi, sadece Miisliimanlarin degil,
onlarla birlikte tiim mazlumlarin, magdurlarin,
ezilmislerin, somiiriilmiislerin umut atesinin yeniden
alevlenisidir.

Ayasofya’min dirilisi, Tiirk Milleti, Miisliimanlar ve
tiim insanlik olarak diinyaya séyleyecek yeni sézlerimiz
oldugunun ifadesidir.

Ayasofya’min dirilisi, Bedir'den Malazgirte,
Nigboludan Canakkaleye kadar tarihimizin tiim atiim
donemlerini yeniden hatirlayisimizin adidir.

Ayasofya’nin dirilisi, sehitlerimizin ve gazilerimizin
emanetlerine gerekirse canimiz pahasina sahip cikma
kararliligimizin remzidir.

Ayasofya’min dirilisi, Buharadan Endiiliis’e kadar
medeniyetimizin tiim sembol sehirlerine verdigimiz bir
goniil selanudr.
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Ayasofya’mn dirilisi, Alparslandan Fatih'e ve
Abdiilhamit e kadar ecdadin tamanuna vefamizin geregidir.

Ayasofya’nin dirilisi, Fatih’in fetih ruhunu sad
etme yaninda, Aksemsettin’in maneviyatini, Mimar
Sinan’in estetigini ve zevkini de yeniden gonliimiizde
canlandirmaktur.

Ayasofya’min dirilisi, insanligin 6zlemle bekledigi temeli
adalet, vicdan, ahlak, tevhid ve kardeslik olan medeniyet
giinesimizin yeniden yiikselisinin semboliidiir.

Ayasofya’min dirilisi, bu mabedin kapilarindaki
zincirler yaminda, topyekiin goniillerdeki ve ayaklardaki
prangalarin da kirilip atilmasudr.

Ezamnin aslina dondiiriilmesinden 70 yil sonra Fatih’in
emaneti Ayasofya’nin da Cami olarak hizmete girmesi,
gecikmis bir yeniden silkinistir.

Bu tablo, Islam cografyasinin dort bir yanmindaki sembol
degerlerimize yapilan hoyratca saldirilara verilmis en
giizel cevaptir.

Tiirkiye, son donemde attigt her adimla, artik zamanin
ve mekanin nesnesi degil 6znesi oldugunu gostermektedir.

Millet olarak verdigimiz tarihi miicadeleyle, temsilcisi
oldugumuz medeniyetin aydinlik gelecegi icin maziden
atiye tiim insanligi kucaklayan bir koprii kuruyoruz.

Insallah bu kutlu yolda yiiriimeye, durmadan,
duraksamadan, yilmadan, azimle, fedakarlikla,
kararlilikla, menczile ulasana kadar devam edecegiz.

Bir kez daha Ayasofya’nin yeniden camiye
donmesini saglayan yargi karari ve Cumhurbaskanlig
diizenlemesinin hayirli olmasint diliyorum.

Ayasofya’ytinsanligin ortak kiiltiirel mirast vasfini
koruyarak Cami olarak ibadete acacagimizin altini da
tekrar ciziyorum.

Sizlere sevgilerimi, saygilarimi sunuyorum.

Kalin saglicakla...
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AYASOFYA CAMIiI’NIN YENI
DONEMDE KORUNMASI VE
GELISTIRILMESI

AYASOFYA’NIN camiye doniistiiriilerek, asil hiiviye-
tine kavusturulmasinin ardindan insanligin ortak mira-
s1 olarak yerli ve yabanci, miislim ve gayrimiislim herkes
tarafindan ficretsiz bir sekilde ziyaret edilebilmesi, eserin
ozgiinliigiine ve biitiinliigiine zarar gelmemesi ve miimin-
ler icin asil fonksiyonunu sorunsuz bir sekilde yerine geti-
rebilmesi i¢in atilacak adimlar ve alinacak 6nlemler ilgili
bakanliklar ve kamu kurumlar tarafindan degerlendiril-
mistir. Bu baglamda, projeler yasama gecirilmeye baslan-
muis ve siirecin basat kurumlar1 arasinda isbirligi protoko-
lii imzalanmistir.

Ayasofya-i Kebir Cami-i Serifi Tefris Projesi

Istanbul 4 Numarali Kiiltiir Varliklarin1 Koruma Bolge
Kurulu'nun 16.07.2020 tarih ve 7527 sayili Karari ile Aya-
sofya Camii’nin ibadete acilmasina yonelik bir tefris proje-
si uygun bulunmustur.

63




Ayasofya-i Kebir Cami-i Serifi Tefris Projesi ile

Ziyaretci giizergahlarinin belirlenmesi ve Cami-i Se-
rif’in hem ibadete hem de ziyarete acik olmasi,

ibadet alaniile gezi alanlarinin birbirinden seperatorlet-
le ayrilmasi,

Ibadet mekaninda (naos) yer alan mihrabin iistiindeki
Hz. Meryem ve Cocuk Isa figiirlii mozaik ile Hz. Cebrail,
ana mekan (naos) giris kapisindaki Imparator Mozaigi
ile yan kapr (vestibiil kapi) {istiindeki Sunu Mozaiginin
sokiiliip-takilabilir ve acilir-kapanir perde sistemi ile sa-
dece namaz vakitlerinde kapatilmasi ve diger mozaik,
fresko ve benzeri varliklarin oldugu gibi birakilmasi,
Ana mekanin zeminine kece serilmesi ve {izerinin hali
ile kaplanmasi,

Ana mekan icerisindeki Imparator Ta¢ Giyme Alaninin
korkuluklarla ayrilmasi ve sergilenmeye devam etmesi,
Avluda yer alan I. Mahmud sadirvaninin ¢alisir duruma
getirilmesi saglanacaktir.

T.C. Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 - Diyanet isleri

ov e

Baskanligi is Birligi Protokolii

T.C. Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 ile Diyanet Isleri Bas-

kanlig1 arasinda 16.07.2020 tarihinde yapilan protokol ile
Ayasofya’nin tarihi, kiiltiirel, sosyal, manevi ve estetik de-

gerlerinin korunmasi ve tanitilmasina yonelik ana ilkeler

saptanmis ve kurumlar arasi isboliimii belirlenmistir.

Protokol ile

Ayasofya’nin sahip oldugu somut ve somut olmayan de-
gerlerin korunmasinin uluslararasi ve ulusal diizeyde
kabul gormiis ilkelere dayali olarak gerceklestirilmesi,

Ayasofya’nin sahip oldugu degerlere, 6zgiinliigiine ve
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biitiinliigiine zarar verecek nitelikte herhangi bir fiziki
miidahalede bulunulmamasi,

* Gergeklestirilecek herhangi bir miidahale 6ncesinde,
mevcut Bilimsel Danisma Kurulu ile yeni olusturulacak
Idare Kurulunun goriisii ve Koruma Bolge Kurulunun
kararinin alinmasi,

° 1972 UNESCO Diinya Miras Soézlesmesi'nin Uygulanma-
sina iliskin Rehber’in 172. paragrafi uyarinca Ayasofya
Camii’ni etkileyebilecek biiyiik Ol¢ekli imar ve altyapi
faaliyetleri oncesinde UNESCO Diinya Miras Merkezi'ne
bilgi verilmesi ve Kiiltiirel Miras Etki Degerlendirme Ra-
poru hazirlanmasi temel ilkeler olarak kabul edilmistir.

Ayrica, Protokol ile T.C. Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 ve
Diyanet Isleri Baskanligrnin yiikiimliiliikleri de belirlen-
mistir. Ayasofya Camii’ne iliskin bakim, koruma, gelistir-
me, risk yonetimi, ziyaret¢i yonetimi, egitim konularina
iliskin tiim calismalar, bugiine kadar oldugu gibi, Bakan-
lik tarafindan yiiriitiilecek ve denetlenecektir. Din hizmet-
lerinin yerine getirilmesi icin gerekli tedbirler ise, Diyanet
isleri Baskanliginca alinacaktir.

Protokol cercevesinde, ihtiyaclarin ivedilikle belirlenip,
koordinasyon icerisinde gerceklestirilmesi ve giiniimiize
kadar elde edilen bilimsel ve kurumsal bilginin aktaril-
masi amaciyla Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1, Diyanet Isleri
Baskanlig1 ve Istanbul Tarihi Alanlar1 Alan Baskanliginin
temsilcilerinin yer aldig1 bir idare Kurulu olusturulacaktir.
Daha 6nceden olusturulan ve Cumhurbaskanligi, Kiiltiir
ve Turizm Bakanligi, Diyanet Isleri Baskanlig1 yetKilileri
ile 68retim tiyeleri ve tarihcilerin yer aldig1 Bilim Kurulu
da dikkate alindiginda, Ayasofya’nin korunmasi ve gelisti-
rilmesi siirecinin katilimci ve istisareye dayali bir sekilde
yonetilecegi daha iyi anlasilabilir.
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SOPHIA

MOSQUE

THE TRUST OF FATIH SULTAN
MEHMED KHAN, THE COMMON
HERITAGE OF HUMANITY




FOREWORD

PROF. FAHRETTIN ALTUN
Republic of Turkiye, Director of Communications

WHEN our President heralded our nation that Hagia
Sophia would be reopened as a mosque; he said, “There are
some works that are symbols of nations and states. Hagia
Sophia is one of such symbols for us.” Indeed, as a nation,
being aware that Hagia Sophia is a symbolic value inherit-
ed from our ancestry, this historical decision has created a
great pleasure for all of us. Hagia Sophia has been a symbol
in the past, now it is so, and it will definitely be a symbol
in the future too.

The conquest of Istanbul has been a landmark not only
in Turkish and Islamic history but in the history of all hu-
manity. After the conquest of Istanbul, the Ottoman Em-
pire made peace, tolerance, and prosperity prevail for cen-
turies in a vast geography as the “world empire”.

This period, which was known as the “Pax Ottomana”
in history, created a unique peace atmosphere and civili-
zation in the challenging geographies such as the Middle
East, North Africa, the Balkans, and the Caucasus, now
known for the relentless conflicts and wars therein.

An age-long tradition in the Ottoman was to recite
adhan in the greatest temple of a conquered city and to
perform the first Friday prayer in this temple. Thus, it
was registered that the city was conquered, the temple in
question was called the “Fethiye Mosque” (the Mosque of
the Conquest) and the other temples in the city were not
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intervened unless necessary. Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan,
as a symbol of the conquest, hoisted his flag at the mihrab
in the middle of the Hagia Sophia, shot an arrow towards
the dome, and recited the first adhan. Thus, he registered
his conquest. Then, by going down for prostration of grati-
tude, he performed two rak’ahs of prayer. With this act, he
demonstrated that he converted the Hagia Sophia into a
mosque.

As of the reign of Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan, every
emperor has strived to further adorn Hagia Sophia, and
Hagia Sophia was transformed into an entire complex,
with structures such as mihrab, minbar, lectern, minarets,
sultan’s prayer room, shadirvans, madrasah, library, and
soup kitchen built over time.

In addition, great importance was attached to the interi-
or decorations of the Hagia Sophia Mosque during the Ot-
toman period. Hagia Sophia was decorated with the most
elegant examples of Turkish arts such as calligraphy and
tile art, and new aesthetic values were added to the temple.
Thus, Hagia Sophia was not only converted into a mosque
but also this common heritage of humanity was preserved
and revived.

Hagia Sophia, which was converted into a mosque with
the conquest and served as a mosque for 481 years, was
closed off to the public after the restoration works started
in the 1930s. Then it was turned into a museum with a Cab-
inet Decree dated November 24, 1934. The Council of State
annulled the decision of the Council of Ministers on July
10, 2020, and no obstacle has remained to the reopening of
this valuable temple to worship. Immediately after, Hagia
Sophia Mosque was reopened to worship with the Presi-
dential Decree No. 2729 signed by President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and promulgated.
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As the Directorate of Communications, we wanted to
leave this very valuable development as a note to history.
This book in your hands provides a lot of detailed infor-
mation to those interested in learning about the value of
Hagia Sophia as a historical symbol as well as its architec-
tural features. This book also addresses the importance of
Hagia Sophia from the religious and cultural perspectives.

The decision taken by our President has certainly had
many repercussions both at home and abroad. In this
sense, this book you are holding has not been prepared as
a defensive text. We have tried, however, to explain with
examples how it was possible to open Hagia Sophia to
worship in the light of national and international law. We
have thus revealed clearly that the disposition of Hagia
Sophia belongs purely and simply to Tiirkiye in terms of
sovereignty theory and political philosophy. The speech of
our President, which had the characteristics of a manifesto
that explicitly clarified many of the issues related to Hagia
Sophia, has also been left as a note to history.

I would especially like to underline that the conversion
of Hagia Sophia from a museum into a place of worship as
it used to be for 481 years, i.e. its reopening as a mosque, is
a victory in terms of religious freedoms. The doors of the
Hagia Sophia Mosque will remain open to everyone in the
world. Under the leadership of our President, citizens of
all religions in Tiirkiye have been experiencing the most
peaceful period in terms of religious freedom. From the
newly-built churches to the repaired historical synagogues
and churches, we will continue to ensure that all our citi-
zens can worship according to their beliefs; and to protect
and glorify our cultural heritage.
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The Republic of Tiirkiye has never insisted on a matter
over which it has no rights. Under the leadership of our
President, however, it has shown the whole world for years
that it would not compromise on its rights. This situation is
not solely related to the Hagia Sophia decision. Tiirkiye has
been struggling to get what it deserves in its fight against
terrorism as well as all developments in international pol-
itics.

Let the Hagia Sophia Mosque once again be auspicious
for our country, our nation, our region, the entire Islamic
world, humanity, and future generations.
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It is related to Tiirkiye’s sovereign rights to determine
the utilization purpose of Hagia Sophia and to open it to
worship as a mosque, within the context of the country’s
domestic law and historical rights. This decision taken
by Tiirkiye must be respected. All kinds of attitudes be-
yond expressing a specific opinion on this subject are a
violation of Tiirkiye’s independence.

Without prejudice to its identity as a common cultural
heritage of humanity, Tiirkiye reopened Hagia Sophia to
worship in accordance with its foundation charter. Just
like all the doors of other mosques in Tiirkiye, the doors
of Hagia Sophia are open to everyone including Turkish
and foreign nationals, Muslims, and non-Muslims.
There are no provisions in international conventions
that would prevent Hagia Sophia from being converted
into a mosque.

The decision taken by Tiirkiye will never affect the out-
standing universal value of Hagia Sophia. Changing its
function does not mean that it would prejudice its supe-
rior universal value.

This decision is to restore the original identity of Hagia
Sophia, the place of worship, which was converted into
a museum.

The presence of many churches and synagogues in Tiir-
kiye, which are still open for worship, reveals the sensi-
tivity of our country towards religious freedom.

As it has been to date, Tiirkiye will show the utmost sen-
sitivity to the outstanding universal value, authenticity,
and integrity of Hagia Sophia, which will continue to
exist as the common heritage of humanity also in the
future, and pass it on to the future generations by pre-
serving the Hagia Sophia Mosque within the framework
of both international agreements and domestic law.
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HISTORY AND PROTECTION OF HAGIA SOPHIA:
THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION
OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

HAGIA Sophia is a work that was constructed three
times in the same location. Today’s Hagia Sophia is known
as the “Third Hagia Sophia”. The first construction of
Hagia Sophia started during the reign of Constantine I,
who accepted Christianity as the official religion of the
Roman Empire. This building, which was constructed
as a basilica with a wooden roof on the first of the seven
hills of Istanbul and was called “The Great Church” at the
time, was opened during the reign of Constantine IT in 360.
There is no remnant from this structure, which was largely
devastated as a result of a fire that broke out in the revolt
that started in 404.

The second Hagia Sophia was built by Emperor The-
odosius II on the first one and opened to worship in 415.
This building, which was also constructed as a basilica
and with a wooden roof, was devastated by the rebels in
the Nika Revolt against Emperor Justinian in 532.

Just after the riots, Emperor Justinian decided to build
a larger and more glorious Hagia Sophia than the first two.
The third Hagia Sophia was built by the Byzantine Emper-
or Justinian I in 532-537.
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Hagia Sophia, which was used as the Imperial Church
of Eastern Rome, was frequently devastated due to riots,
wars, and natural disasters throughout history. Hagia So-
phia experienced one of the biggest destructions during
the 4th Crusade in 1204 when the city was invaded. The
Crusaders looted Hagia Sophia along with the whole city.
During the Latin occupation that lasted from 1204 to 1261
in Istanbul, Hagia Sophia was converted into a cathedral
attached to the Roman Catholic Church.

Repairs were made to try and preserve the Hagia Sophia,
which was seriously damaged after the Eastern Roman ad-
ministration was re-established in Istanbul. However, the
repairs were insufficient and in 1346 the eastern archivolt
of the Hagia Sophia and a part of the dome collapsed.
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In fact, Hagia Sophia experienced the darkest period of
its history from the Latin invasion to the conquest of Is-
tanbul. Hagia Sophia, which was destroyed twice and built
for the third time, ruined by wars and revolts for centu-
ries, and the parts of which collapsed due to neglect and
architectural errors, remained under the permanent threat
of collapse until the conquest of Istanbul by Fatih Sultan
Mehmed Khan. In addition, the sociological and symbol-
ic meaning of the temple was greatly damaged due to the
schism between the Catholic and Orthodox churches.

The Ottomans took great care of the Hagia Sophia
Mosque, which they acknowledged and appreciated as the
symbol of the conquest, maintained and repaired it con-
tinuously, and turned the mosque into a much more robust
structure starting from the rule of Fatih Sultan Mehmed
Khan. In particular, the additions and arrangements made
by Sinan the Architect to Hagia Sophia played a major role
in the survival of this heritage of humanity.

Thus, it is stated in the historical records that Fatih Sul-
tan Mehmed Khan, who went to Hagia Sophia right after
the conquest, was saddened by the status of the mosque
and recited the following verses:
“Perdeddrimikonedberkasr-i Kayser ankebut
Biimnovbetmizened der tarem-i Efrasiyab”

Or, in modern Turkish:

“Oriimcek Kayser’in saraywinda perdeddr yapiyor

Baykus Efrasiyab’in burcunda néobet tutuyor.”

(“A spider spins its web in the palace of the Kaiser,

An owl hoots in the towers of Afrasiab”)

Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan, who endowed the Hagia
Sophia Mosque as his own charity and secured the
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maintenance-repair costs by providing the income from
several properties, started the educational activities by
building a madrasah adjacent to the mosque. The first
minaret of Hagia Sophia was built of wood during the rule
of Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan. This minaret, which exist-
ed for many years, was removed during the major repair in
1574. The second minaret of the Hagia Sophia Mosque was
built of bricks during the rule of Sultan Bayezid II.

One of the Ottoman sultans who showed the greatest
interest in Hagia Sophia was Sultan Selim II. After the
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building showed signs of fatigue, Selim II Khan appoint-
ed Sinan the Architect for the maintenance and repair of
Hagia Sophia. The Hagia Sophia, whose domes and walls
collapsed many times during the Eastern Roman period,
never collapsed again after the renovations of Sinan the
Architect despite many great earthquakes in Istanbul. The
tradition of building tombs for the sultans in the graveyard
of Hagia Sophia Complex started with the first tomb built
by Sinan the Architect for Sultan Selim II.

From the time of Fatih Sultan Mehmet Khan, every sul-
tan strived to beautify the Hagia Sophia even more, and
the Hagia Sophia was transformed into an entire complex
with structures such as mihrab, minbar, rostrum, mina-
rets, sultan’s office, shadirvans (fountain providing water
for ritual ablutions), madrasah, library, and soup kitchen.
In addition, great importance was attached to the interi-
or decorations of the Hagia Sophia Mosque during the Ot-
toman period. Hagia Sophia was adorned with the most
elegant examples of Turkish arts such as calligraphy and
tile art and the temple gained new aesthetic values. Thus,
Hagia Sophia was not only converted into a mosque but
also this common heritage of humanity was preserved and
improved.

Hagia Sophia, which was converted into a mosque with
the conquest and served as a mosque for 481 years, was
closed off to the public after the restoration works started
in the 1930s. Then it was turned into a museum with a Cab-
inet Decree dated November 24, 1934. The Council of State
reversed the Cabinet Decree in question on July 10, 2020.
The Hagia Sophia Mosque was reopened to worship with
the Presidential Decree No. 2729 signed by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and promulgated immediately after.
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THE CONQUEST OF ISTANBUL AND FATIH’S
HAGIA SOPHIA FOUNDATION CHARTER:

HAGIA SOPHIA AL-KABEER MOSQUE
(THE GREAT HAGIA SOPHIA MOSQUE)

THE CONQUEST of Istanbul has been a landmark
not only in Turkish and Islamic history but in the history
of all humanity. The Ottoman Empire made peace, toler-
ance, and prosperity prevail for centuries in a wide area.
This period called “Ottoman Peace” (Pax Ottomana) in
the history is a reflection of an unprecedented peace cli-
mate and an envisagement of civilization in the challeng-
ing geographies such as the Middle East, North Africa, the
Balkans and the Caucasus, now known for the relentless
conflicts and wars therein. The sense of leniency, ensuring
that people from different nations, tribes, languages, reli-
gions, sects, and dispositions lived together in peace and
tranquility for centuries, manifested itself in Fatih Sultan
Mehmed Khan’s attitudes since the first minutes of the
conquest of Istanbul.

Upon conquering Istanbul, Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan
ordered not to harm anyone in the city, put an end to the
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arrest of civilians, banned the abuse of women and chil-
dren, and the sale of people as slaves.

An age-long tradition in the Ottoman is to recite adhan
in the greatest temple of a conquered city and to perform

the first Friday prayer in this temple. Thus, it is a means
to declare that the city was conquered, the temple in ques-
tion is called the “Fethiye Mosque” (the Mosque of the Con-
quest) and the other temples in the city are not intervened
unless necessary. Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan, as a symbol
of the conquest, hoisted his flag at the mihrab in the mid-
dle of the Hagia Sophia, shot an arrow towards the dome,
and recited the first adhan. Thus, he registered his con-
quest. Then, by going down for prostration of gratitude, he
performed two rak’ahs of prayer. With this act, he demon-
strated that he converted the Hagia Sophia into a mosque.

On the third day of the conquest, the first Friday prayer
led by the spiritual architect of the conquest Akshamsad-
din as the imam was performed in the Hagia Sophia
Mosque. Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan delivered a khutbah
to his army during this first Friday prayer.
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Since it had been deprived of a good administration for
a long time and thus condemned to poverty and destruc-
tion, immediately after the conquest of Istanbul, Fatih Sul-
tan Mehmed Khan exerted great efforts to quickly recon-
struct Istanbul, and the works it hosted, especially Hagia
Sophia. These reconstructing works were carried out
through foundations having prominent importance in the
social structure of the Turkish-Islamic Civilization. In this
context, with the conquest of Istanbul, Fatih Sultan Me-
hmed Khan, who received the title of Roman Emperor and
possessed all the properties registered on the Byzantine
dynasty, endowed the mosque with the first prayer per-
formed in Hagia Sophia, and created the “Fatih Complex
and the Hagia Sophia Al-Kabeer Foundation”. In his will,
Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan prescribed the preservation of
Hagia Sophia eternally and stipulated the maintaining of
its mosque status.

Foundations were established to provide all social ser-
vices of Istanbul. Thus, Istanbul became one of the most
successful centers where the foundation culture, regarded
as a flawless system in fields such as science, education,
arts, and social aid, were implemented. Istanbul took a
form representing the concept of high urban planning of
the Turkish-Islamic Civilization.

Foundations were established with a ‘foundation char-
ter’ registered by the judicial authority. Foundation char-
ters contain binding provisions for everyone, including the
sultan. The foundation charter dated 1462, which deter-
mined the legal status of the Fatih Complex and the Hagia
Sophia Al-Kabeer Foundation, is considered one of the
most important documents in this regard.

87







This foundation charter is registered at the Turkish and
Islamic Art Museum with the number 2202 (formerly 666).
The copy registration of this foundation charter made dur-
ing the period of Evkaf Nezareti (Ministry of Foundations),
is recorded with the number 46 in the Foundation Book
no. 6 of Istanbul in the Archive of the General Directorate
of Foundations. The modern Turkish version of the same
foundation charter translated in the period of the Republic
of Tiirkiye is registered with item number 46 from page 82
onward in the book number 575 in the Archive of the Gen-
eral Directorate of Foundations. In this document, subjects
such as charities, terms of charity, properties, management
of the foundation are explained in detail, and “foundation
prayer” and a “foundation curse” are also included as in
every foundation charter.

When Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan’s Hagia Sophia foun-
dation charter is examined, it is found that this foundation
was one of the most significant institutional structures of
that time especially in terms of education, religion, and
health services. Furthermore, numerous markets, bazaars,
shops, and houses have been granted to the foundation as
property to ensure the continuity of these services.

Minorities and Religious Freedom in Tiirkiye

The constitutional system in Tiirkiye is founded upon
equality before the law regardless of the individuals’ reli-
gion, race, color, ethnic origin, language, etc. Discrimina-
tion is prohibited by law and constitutes a crime. Accord-
ing to the constitutional system, minorities comprise only
those who are defined and recognized by bilateral and
multilateral agreements to which Tiirkiye is a party. With-
in this framework, “minority rights” in Tiirkiye are set out
by the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne.
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Turkish nationals belonging to non-Muslim minorities
are entitled to the same rights and freedoms as the other
citizens of the Republic of Tiirkiye, pursuant to the funda-
mental principle that all citizens, without discrimination,
shall have equal rights and freedoms. Moreover, they also
enjoy minority status within the scope of the Treaty of
Lausanne.

Turkish nationals belonging to non-Muslim minorities
have their respective schools, places of worship, founda-
tions, hospitals, and media organs, in accordance with
the Treaty of Lausanne. Important regulations have been
introduced recently to improve the legislation concerning
the non-Muslim minorities in Tiirkiye within the scope
of a comprehensive reform process in human rights and
democratization.

It was reiterated in the Circular dated May 13, 2010, is-
sued by the Prime Ministry that non-Muslim Turkish citi-
zens were an indispensable part and parcel of Tiirkiye, re-
minding once again all governmental departments should
facilitate the works and transactions and protect their
rights of these citizens before the governmental bodies.

Religious Freedoms

Freedom of religion and belief and respect for religious
values are guaranteed primarily by the constitution and
laws in Tiirkiye. The religious freedoms of the Turkish na-
tionals belonging to non-Muslim minorities are also guar-
anteed by the Treaty of Lausanne.

Important works are being carried out concerning
the freedom of religion in Tiirkiye. In this regard, neces-
sary legal and administrative regulations are being put
in place so that all Turkish nationals and foreigners resi-
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dent in Tiirkiye enjoy the freedom of religion to the fullest.
There is no restriction for foreign religious officials holding
working permits to work in Tiirkiye. It does not constitute
a crime for an individual to engage in activities to spread
his religious beliefs in Tiirkiye. On the contrary, what con-
stitutes a crime is to prevent an individual, by coercion or
threat, from expressing or spreading their religious belief.

Places of Worship

Non-Muslim citizens in Tiirkiye enjoy the right to free-
ly perform their respective religious obligations/rituals.
There are a total of 435 churches and synagogues open to
worship in Tiirkiye. The restoration and renovation works
relating to the places of worship used by non-Muslim citi-
zens are carried out by the Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism’s Directorate General of Foundations.

Recently the renovation works have been carried out
for Great Synagogue in Edirne, Church of St. Nicholas
in Gokceada, Saint Marina Greek Orthodox Church in
Gokegeada, Syriac Catholic Church in Iskenderun, Hatay,
Greek Catholic Church in Iskenderun, Hatay, Armenian
Protestant Church in Sur, Diyarbakir, Armenian Catholic
Church in Sur, Diyarbakir, Fevkani Church in Nizip, Ga-
ziantep, Sahinbey Synagogue in Gaziantep, Taksiyarhis
(St. Nicholas) Church in Cunda, Ayvalik, Balikesir, Arsuz
Mar Yuhanna Church in iskenderun, Aya Yorgi Church in
Edirnekapi, Istanbul, Greek Orthodox Church in Yayladagi,
Hatay, Akdamar Church in Van, and Bulgarian Saint Ste-
phen Church in Istanbul. In 2018, the restoration works for
the historical St. Anthony of Padua (Terra Sancta) Church
in Beyoglu, istanbul, was started.
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A great many places of worship previously out of service
have been opened after the completion of restoration works.
In this regard, the Great Synagogue in Edirne, which is the
third greatest in Europe and the greatest in the Balkans,
was opened to worship on March 26, 2015. Surp Vortvots
Vorodman Church owned by the Foundation of Kumkapi
Meryemana Armenian Church in istanbul was opened to
worship after the service held on December 28, 2011. On
January 7, 2018, the 120-year-old Bulgarian Saint Stephen
Church (Iron Church) was opened to worship with a ser-
vice held after a 7-year-long renovation. President Erdogan
and Prime Minister of Bulgaria joined the service.

Foundations

Important improvements were introduced particularly
for the property rights of the foundations with the reforms
concerning community foundationsin 2003 and 2008. The
amendment to the Law on Foundations in 2011 introduced
the possibility that the applications previously outside the
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scope would be evaluated and the immovable properties
would be registered in the name of the respective founda-
tions or, if not possible, the current value of such properties
would be paid to the foundations.

Consequently, applications were received for a total of
1560 immovable properties by 116 community founda-
tions. 333 immovable properties were registered, the price
of 21 of them was paid (due to their transfer to third par-
ties), and the applications for 1206 immovable properties
were not approved.

It was decided to build a church in Yesilkdy, Istanbul, for
the Assyrian community resident in Tiirkiye upon the re-
quest of the Foundation of Beyoglu Virgin Mary Assyrian
Church. An immovable property was allotted to the said
foundation for the construction of the church in August
2015. The licence of the church was handed to Mor Filiksi-
nos Yusuf Cetin, the Metropolitan of the Syriac Orthodox
Church for Istanbul-Ankara-izmir. The ground-breaking
ceremony for the church was held with the attendance of
President Erdogan on August 3, 2019. The ruling of the
European Court of Human Rights concerning the registra-
tion of the Biiyiikada Greek Orphanage in the name of the
Greek Patriarchate was thus enforced.

Minority Schools

There are currently a total of 60 minority schools in
Tiirkiye, which were founded by the Greek, Armenian, and
Jewish minorities and attended by students of Turkish
nationality who belong to these minorities. Among these
minority schools are 5 Private Jewish Schools, 34 Private
Armenian Schools, 20 Private Greek Schools, and 1 Private
Assyrian School.
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LEGAL STATUS OF
HAGIA SOPHIA

HAGIA Sophia, which belongs to the Abu al-Fath Sul-
tan Mehmed Foundation (today the Fatih Sultan Mehmed
Khan Foundation), and has the status of fused foundation
(which has no administrator and trustees today) is an im-
movable charity property that should be used as a mosque
in accordance with its foundation. The statement that
Hagia Sophia was endowed as a mosque is included in the
1462 dated foundation charter. The most important issue
in terms of determining the status of Hagia Sophia is that
the Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan Foundation was estab-
lished before 1926. Indeed, the legal status of foundations
established before 1926 is protected in Tiirkiye. Within this
context, the legal rules applicable to foundations estab-
lished in Tiirkiye before 1926 are still being implemented.
* Charity immovables are immovables of foundations es-

tablished directly for the performance of charity servic-
es such as places of worship, hospital, and soup kitchen.
* Charity immovables are not privately owned by any per-
son, and private property provisions cannot be applied
to these immovables.
* Charity immovables cannot be sold, pledged, or seized.
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These immovables are allocated for public use according
to Law No. 5737 on Foundations in force.

It is essential that charity immovables cannot be allo-
cated for any purpose other than the purpose set by the
foundation.

The misuse of foundation charities has been protected
against the state as well as third parties. The fact that
these foundations are under the protection of the state
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does not mean that the state makes a decision on the

property of the foundation at any time and as desired.

When the legislation on foundations in Tiirkiye and the
decisions of the Constitutional Court, Court of Cassation
and Council of State are evaluated together, the following
conclusions are to be drawn regarding the foundations es-

tablished before 1926,

* Foundation charter or foundation voucher are founda-
tion deeds and these documents contain the regulations
which reflect the will of the founder and endower regard-
ing the subject, purpose, and organs of the foundation.

* The provisions of the foundation charter have the effect,
value, and power of legal rules,

* After the establishment of the foundation is completed,
these rules legally bind the “State” as well as the “found-
er and endower”, “those who manage the foundation”,
“those who will benefit from the foundation” and “third
parties”,

* No one will be able to change the foundation charters or
foundation vouchers reflecting the founding will,

* It is obligatory to use foundation assets in accordance
with the will of the founder and endower.

According to the title deed dated November 19, 1936,
Hagia Sophia is registered in the name of the Fatih Sultan
Mehmed Foundation on section 52, block 52, and plot 7 on
behalf of the Ayasofya al-Kabir Mosque, consisting of the
Mausoleum, Akaret, Muvakkithane, and Madrasah. The
registration of the property of Hagia Sophia on behalf of
the General Directorate of Foundations was recorded as
'immovable charity' by being placed in the 139th rank in
Istanbul Central Fused Charity Foundation Immovable
Property Registers.
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In this context, when it is considered that the status of
Hagia Sophia is maintained and guaranteed by the legal
order, that it is the property of Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan
Foundation which is a fused foundation, and that accord-
ing to the founder and endower’s will, it is put into public
service for its continued use as a mosque and it is regis-
tered as a mosque in the title deed, it is clearly understood
that Hagia Sophia’s conversion into a museum by the Cab-
inet decree in 1934 was contrary to Tiirkiye's legislation
concerning foundations (the abolished Law No. 864, the
abolished Foundations Law No. 2762, the Law on the En-
forcement and Implementation of the Turkish Civil Code
No. 4722 and the Foundations Law No. 3757). The alloca-
tion of charity foundations for another purpose through
regulatory procedures is against the legislation and the
principles of universal law.

The state has a positive obligation to ensure the use of
the foundation's assets in accordance with the will of the
founder and endower, and a negative obligation not to in-
tervene in a way that eliminates the will of the founder and
endower regarding the property and rights of the founda-
tion.

Indeed, as a result of the lawsuit filed at the Council
of State by the Association for Continuous Foundations
Historical Works and the Environment Service, the 10th
Chamber of the Council of State reversed the decision of
the Council of Ministers dated November 24, 1934, which
turned Hagia Sophia into a museum. The Hagia Sophia
Mosque was opened to worship with the Presidential De-
cree No. 2729 dated July 10, 2020, and signed by President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, promulgated immediately after.
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Chora Mosque Decision

The Council of State’s Plenary Session of the
Chambers for Administrative Cases made a decision
that will constitute a precedent for the Hagia Sophia

Mosque case in 2019 for Chora Mosque, one of the
foundations of Fatih Sultan Mehmed.

Since the Chora Mosque is a charity immovable
which was owned by Fatih Sultan Mehmed
Foundation, the Council of State’s Plenary Session of
the Chambers for Administrative
Cases reversed the decision of the Council of
Ministers in 1945, which turned the Chora Mosque
into a museum, deeming it illegal in terms of
authority, form, reason, and purpose. As a matter
of fact, in the justified decision of the 10th Chamber
of the Council of State regarding the Hagia Sophia,
reference is made
to the Chora Mosque decision.
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HAGIA SOPHIA MOSQUE
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW

ALL considerations relating to the legal status and
usage of Hagia Sophia have been Tiirkiye's domestic is-
sue since 1453. Every attempt of any kind of intervention
against Hagia Sophia by foreign states does mean nothing
else than disrespect to Tiirkiye's sovereign rights. Hagia
Sophia Mosque is a matter of international concern in the
context of treaties to which Tiirkiye is also a party only as
regards the protection of its cultural and natural heritage
nature.

In this regard, “the Convention concerning the Protec-
tion of World Cultural and Natural Heritage” comes to the
forefront in terms of international law. The Convention
was agreed upon on November 16, 1972, to present to the
world the cultural and natural properties of universal val-
ue accepted as the heritage of all the nations of the world,
to raise awareness in nations to preserve the world herit-
age, and to ensure necessary cooperation so as to maintain
cultural and natural features that have for various reasons
deteriorated or disappeared. Tiirkiye became a party to the
UNESCO Convention concerning the Protection of World
Cultural and Natural Heritage in 1983.
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Natural features, monuments, and sites of international
significance that need to be preserved are recognized as
World Heritage and inscribed on the World Heritage List
within the framework of the Convention. The World Her-
itage List features 1,121 sites in total around the world, in-
cluding 18 sites in Tiirkiye.

Hagia Sophia, situated in the historical peninsula along
with Topkapi Palace, Siileymaniye Mosque, Sultan Ahmet
Mosque, Sehzade Mehmet Mosque, Zeyrek Mosque, and
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Historical Walls, was inscribed on the World Heritage List
in 1985 under the title “Historic Areas of Istanbul” without
any qualification concerning its mode of usage.

Article 6 of the Convention concerning the Protection
of World Cultural and Natural Heritage reads: “Whilst ful-
ly respecting the sovereignty of the States on whose terri-
tory the cultural and natural heritage mentioned in Arti-
cles 1 and 2 is situated, and without prejudice to property
right provided by national legislation, the States Parties to
this Convention recognize that such heritage constitutes
a world heritage for whose protection it is the duty of the
international community as a whole to co-operate.” The
Convention does not restrict a State, on whose territory the
cultural heritage is situated, to exercise its powers of sover-
eignty over such heritage.

Therefore, the States Parties to the Convention express-
ly agree that Hagia Sophia, as a cultural and natural her-
itage situated in Turkish territory, is a world heritage that
needs to be protected in cooperation with the international
community by fully respecting the sovereignty of the State
of the Republic of Tiirkiye and without prejudice to proper-
ty rights provided by national legislation. The Convention
does not contain any clause of restriction relating to the
mode of usage or identity of a cultural heritage recognized
as a world heritage. On the contrary, the fact that the us-
age of Hagia Sophia has to be identified within the frame-
work of "the law on ownership of foundations" as part of
the national legislation is an obligation arising out of the
principles, set out in Article 6 of the Convention, of "ful-
ly respecting the sovereignty of the States" and "without
prejudice to the property right provided by national legis-
lation". In brief, the usage of such property as a museum,
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place of worship, public premises, or any other manner
falls outside the scope of the Convention.

From the perspective of international law, the reconver-
sion of Hagia Sophia into a mosque is likely to be interpret-
ed in the context of the European Convention on Human
Rights. Although the European Convention on Human
Rights does not expressly contain a clause on "right to
establish a foundation" among the rights guaranteed, the
European Court of Human Rights interprets "freedom of
association" under Article 11 broadly as to include "right to
establish a foundation" and closely relates it to the freedom
of thought, conscience, and religion under Article 9 and
the freedom of expression under Article 10.

The European Court of Human Rights also guarantees
the protection of the immovable properties and the rights
of the foundations within the scope of protection of prop-
erty, as a result of the status of foundations as protected
properties, including also those established during the
times of the Ottoman State. As the right to property covers
the right to use, manage as desired, and benefit from the
property owned, the right of the endower over the property
and rights that he or she endows them has to be protect-
ed. Therefore, it contradicts the case-law of the European
Court of Human Rights to make a change in the charac-
teristics of an immovable property endowed, disrespecting
the rights and will of the endower, or to render such prop-
erty useful to serve other purposes.

The international agreements, treaties, and conventions
to which Tiirkiye is a party do not contain any provisions
or conditions that pose any obstacles to the reconversion
of Hagia Sophia into a mosque. Tiirkiye, as in the past and
also in the future, will continue to sensitively preserve and
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protect cultural and natural heritage within its territory.
Tiirkiye is one of the countries with the cleanest history
in this regard. Tiirkiye will continue to protect the authen-
ticity, integrity, and high universal value of Hagia Sophia,
pursuant to the provisions of the UNESCO Convention
concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, the Law No. 2863 on the Protection of Cultural
and Natural Properties, and the Istanbul Historical Penin-
sula Site Management Plan of 2011.

107







PRESIDENT ERDOGAN’S HAGIA
SOPHIA MANIFESTO

PRESIDENT Recep Tayyip Erdogan's decision on
Hagia Sophia became an item of the agenda in Tiirkiye and
around the world, and some criticisms were voiced con-
cerning the said decision at international level. It should
not be forgotten, however, that it is for Tiirkiye, as the home
country to Hagia Sophia for long years, and its efforts and
contributions to protect and preserve it that the said cul-
tural heritage could survive to date.

The speech Erdogan delivered on July 10, 2020, when
he signed the decision on the reconversion of Hagia Sophia
from a museum to a mosque, is a kind of manifesto. His
speech features answers to all criticisms directed by the
international public against the decision in question. His
speech is also the manifestation that Hagia Sophia, as the
world heritage of mankind as a whole, will be owned and
embraced most strongly and protected and preserved me-
ticulously.
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My Dear Nation,

I extend to you my most heartfelt greetings and
affection.

The Council of State today annulled the 1934 Cabinet
Decree, which had enabled the Hagia Sophia’s conversion
from a mosque into a museum.

Based on that ruling, we have issued a presidential
decree to facilitate the reopening of the Hagia Sophia as a
mosque.

Thus, after 86 years, the Hagia Sophia will be able
to start serving as a mosque once again, as stated in the
Joundation charter of Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan.

I wish this decision to be auspicious to our nation, the
ummah, and all of humanity.

Our Ministry of Culture and Tourism has immediately
begun to work on the administrative and technical
preparations, while our Presidency of Religious Affairs on
religious aspects of the matter.

With the termination of its status as a museum,
entrance to the Hagia Sophia will be free of charge.

Like all our mosques, the doors of the Hagia Sophia will
be wide open to all: locals and foreigners, Muslims and
non-Muslims.

Under its new status, the Hagia Sophia, a common
heritage of humanity, will continue to embrace everyone in
a more sincere and original manner.

By completing the preparations quickly, we plan to open
the Hagia Sophia to worship on Friday, July 24, 2020, with
the Friday prayer service.

This decision will possibly lead to various controversies
at home and abroad.
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I call on everyone to respect the decision that our
country’s judicial and executive bodies have made
regarding the Hagia Sophia.

Surely, we will welcome all kinds of views voiced on this
matter in the international arena.

However, to what purpose Hagia Sophia will be utilized
is a matter of Tiirkiye’s sovereign rights.

Opening Hagia Sophia to worship following a new
regulation is merely an exercise of our country’s sovereign
rights.

The right to convert Hagia Sophia into a mosque in line
with its foundation charter is the same as the flag of the
Republic of Tiirkiye, its capital, its adhan, its language, its
borders, and its 81 provinces.

In this regard, we view any approach and expression,
which goes beyond the voicing of opinions, as a violation of
our independence.

Just as we as Tiirkiye do not interfere in decisions on
places of worship in other countries, we expect the same
understanding about us protecting our historical and legal
rights.
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Moreover, this right dates back to exactly 567 years ago,
not just 50 or 100 years.

Iftoday a faith-oriented discussion is to be held, the
topic of that discussion should be not Hagia Sophia, but
Islamophobia and xenophobia increasing with each
passing day in all parts of the world.

Tiirkiye’s decision is solely related to its own domestic
laws and historical rights.

I express my gratitude to all political parties and
leaders, non-governmental organizations, and every
individual of our nation who stand behind this decision.

My dear nation...

The conquest of Istanbul and the conversion of the
Hagia Sophia into a Mosque are among the most glorious
chapters in history, particularly Turkish history.

On May 29, 1453, Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan entered
the city after a long siege and headed directly to the Hagia
Sophia.

As the Byzantines awaited their fate, fearful and
curious, inside the Hagia Sophia, Fatih entered the Hagia
Sophia, giving assurances to the people regarding their
lives and freedoms.

The Congqueror of Istanbul, as a symbol of the conquest,
hoisted his flag at the mihrab in the middle of the Hagia
Sophia, shot an arrow towards the dome, and recited the
first adhan.

Then, by going down for prostration of gratitude, he
performed two rak'ahs of prayer.

With this move, he demonstrated that he had converted
the Hagia Sophia into a mosque.
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Sultan Mehmed carefully examined this great place of
worship, Istanbul’s pearl, from its floor to its roof.

According to historians, Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan,
who climbed to the dome of the Hagia Sophia, recited
the following famous Farsi poem upon encountering the
building and its surroundings in ruin:

“PERDEDARI MIKONED BER KASR-I KAYSER
ANKEBUT

BUM NOVBET MIZENED DER TAREM-I EFRASIYAB”

Or, in modern Turkish:

“ORUMCEK KAYSER’IN SARAYINDA PERDEDAR
YAPIYOR

BAYKUS EFRASIYAB'IN BURCUNDA NOBET
TUTUYOR”

(“A SPIDER SPINS ITS WEB IN THE PALACE OF THE
CAESARS,

AN OWL HOOTS IN THE TOWERS OF AFRASIAB”)

Yes... Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan had taken over such a
devastated, worn-out, and miserable Istanbul and Hagia
Sophia.

Essentially, the Hagia Sophia, which Fatih took over,
had been built for the third time, since the first two
churches, which stood on the same spot, were burned and
destroyed during the times of turmoil.

After the conquest, with three days of hard work, the
Hagia Sophia was prepared for worship — for the first
Friday prayer.

Fatih, who entered the mosque with leading statesmen
and soldiers, was welcomed with takbirs and salawats that
resonated from the domes.

Fatih then performed the sermon of the first
Friday prayer in the Hagia Sophia, and his mentor,
Akshamsaddin, led the prayer services.
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Fatih also enabled the development of the Orthodox
Church, which had been excluded by other Christian sects,
by bringing them under his auspices.

The domes and walls of this great place of worship have
resonated with adhan, salats, takbirs, salawats, hatims,
and mawlids for 481 years since then.

Istanbul, which had been devastated by earthquakes,
fires, looting, and neglect for centuries, was once again
brought back on its feet with the conquest.

The symbol of this process was the Hagia Sophia.

After Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan, every sultan strived
to make Istanbul and the Hagia Sophia even more
beautiful.

The Hagia Sophia, which was designated as the Great
Mosque of the city, has been transformed into a complex,
with buildings that were added in time and served believers
for centuries.

In almost every century that followed, the Hagia Sophia
went through major repairs to further beautify it with
additions and is regarded as our nation’s precious gem.

So much so that we did not even attempt to change its
original name, which means the "Wisdom of God."

This temple, which was about to be destroyed under
the collapse of an old state, was not only transformed into
a mosque by our ancestors, but it was also exalted and
revived.

Therefore, for centuries, the Hagia Sophia has had a
special place in the hearts of all the members of this nation.

As for ourselves, we have also had a love of Hagia
Sophia in our hearts since we were young.

We believe that we have provided an important service
to our nation by reopening this mosque, in accordance
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with its foundation charter and without compromising its
cultural heritage identity.

My dear nation...

While the conquest was the minor struggle, the
development, construction, and charity activities of the
Hagia Sophia were the greater struggles.

As the Hagia Sophia was being built during the Eastern
Roman period, materials were transported from across the
empire—from Egypt to Izmir and from Syria to Balikesir.

Fatih and the sultans who came after brought the
craftsmen from all over Anatolia and Rumelia to Istanbul
and rebuilt both the Hagia Sophia and the city.

In doing so, they made the most of the legacy they had
taken over.

For example, Fatih preserved the fixed mosaics in the
Hagia Sophia and only removed movable statues from the
building.

Mosaics that remained in place for centuries were
covered gradually, during subsequent repairs, thereby
protecting them from external influences and ensuring
that they survived until the present day.

Viewing the members of different beliefs with tolerance
is fundamentally an attitude essential to our religion.

Our Prophet, while notifying divine orders, did not
interfere with communities from other religions that did
not aggress Muslims.

When the caliph Omar took Jerusalem, he protected the
Christians and Jews in the city with their rights and places
of worship.

Like all the states established by our ancestors, the
rulers of the Ottoman Empire followed the same path.
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What Fatih and his followers did in Istanbul consisted of
Sollowing this ancient tradition.

Sinan the Architect, one of the most important figures
in our civilization’s history, is one of the top contributors to
the Hagia Sophia.

In 481 years, the Hagia Sophia became what it is today,
with its altar, pulpit, minarets, sultan's throne, plates,
embroideries, chandeliers, carpets, fountain, and all other
elements.

With the most crowded congregations of Istanbul, that
have gathered through history, the Hagia Sophia has
been a place of truly spectacular views that have been
experienced during exceptional days such as Tarawih
prayer, Laylat al-Qadr, and Eid.

Therefore, the Turkish Nation's right to the Hagia
Sophia is no less than the first builders of this work,
approximately 1,500 years ago.

On the contrary, because of its contributions and strong
ownership, our nation has more rights over the Hagia
Sophia, which is considered as one of the most important
works of human heritage or human history today.

With the conquest, Istanbul became a city where
Muslims, Christians, and Jews lived together in peace and
tranquillity.

History is the witness of the great struggles we made
to ensure that prosperity, trust, peace, and tolerance
prevailed everywhere we conquered.

Today, besides our mosques in every corner of our
country, there are thousands of historical shrines of every
faith.

In addition, churches and synagogues operate wherever
there are congregations.
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There are currently 435 churches and synagogues open
Sfor worship in our country.

This situation, which cannot be encountered in other
geographies, is the manifestation of our understanding
which sees differences as richness.

However, as a nation, we have not been able to avoid
examples of the exact opposite even in our recent history.

In Eastern Europe and the Balkan geography, where the
Ottomans had to withdraw, only a few of the works built by
our ancestors for centuries are still standing.

Based on the phrase that “a negative example cannot
set a precedent,” we do not take any of these bad examples
into consideration, and we are resolutely maintaining
the stance of our own civilization, which is based on
construction and revival.

My dear nation...

The debate over the Hagia Sophia, which is once again
in the spotlight today due to the decision to reopen it to
worship, is nearly a century old.

During the time when Anatolia and Istanbul were under
occupation, there were discussions about turning the
Hagia Sophia into a church.

As the first step of this intention, fully equipped
occupant troops arrived at the doors of the Hagia Sophia.

The French commander of the troops informed the
Ottoman officer assigned to the Hagia Sophia that they
would settle there and that Turkish soldiers must leave the
mosque.

Major Tevfik Bey, who defended the Hagia Sophia with
his soldiers, gave them the following answer:
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“YOU CANNOT AND WILL NOT ENTER HERE.

BECAUSE THIS IS OUR PLACE OF WORSHIP.

IF YOU ARE GOING TOATTEMPT TO ENTER BY
FORCE, OUR FIRST RESPONSE WILL BE WITH HEAVY
MACHINE GUNS, AND THEN THE DEMOLITION
CHARGES THAT WERE PLACED IN THE FOUR
CORNERS OF THE MOSQUE.

IF YOU CAN AFFORD THE COLLAPSE OF THE
HAGIA SOPHIA ONTO YOUR HEADS, YOU CAN TRY TO
ENTER."

He thus crushed the invaders’ hopes of taking the Hagia
Sophia.

Foreigners maintained an interest in the Hagia Sophia
in the following years, hiding behind various excuses such
as repairing the mosaics.

Meanwhile, the single-party era government closed the
Hagia Sophia to worship in line with a new decree that
required mosques to be at least 500 meters apart from one
another.

Later, on February 1, 1935, the Hagia Sophia was
instated as a museum and opened to visitors.

“During the years when it was closed to worship, Hagia
Sophia, the heirloom of our ancestors, was exposed to a
tremendous maltreatment historically.”

The Hagia Sophia Madrasah, the first Ottoman
university in Istanbul built by Fatih adjacent to the
mosque, was destroyed without reason.

Rare carpets laid on the floor of the Hagia Sophia were
cut and distributed here and there.

Antique chandeliers were taken to the foundry to be
melted.
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Masterpiece plates that were still in place could not be
moved out through the door because they were very large
and were therefore moved to the warehouse.

These plates were later hung on their respective spots on
the wall during the Democrat Party period.

The destruction suffered by Hagia Sophia is not limited
to these.

Those who wanted nothing left of the time when the
Hagia Sophia was a mosque would even have demolished
its minarets.

As a matter of fact, the minaret of Little Hagia Sophia,
which was converted into a mosque during the reign of
Sultan Bayezid II, was destroyed overnight without any
legal basis.

Historian, journalist, and musician Ibrahim Hakkt
Konyali, who saw that the time had come for the Hagia
Sophia, immediately wrote and published a report.

They then decided not to tear down the minarets since
late Konyali said in his report "These minarets are the
support of the dome, if they are taken down, the Hagia
Sophia will collapse.”

In the same period, similar disasters happened to many
mosques, madrasahs, and edict relics.

Actually, this decision taken alone or during the single-
party period was not only betraying the history but was
also against the law.

Because the Hagia Sophia is neither the property of the
State nor any institution, but a property of a foundation.

When Fatih conquered Istanbul, he also earned the title
of the Roman Emperor and therefore had all the rights of
ownership over the property of the Byzantine dynasty.
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According to this law, the ownership of Hagia Sophia
was given to Fatih and the foundation established by him.

During the Republican period, an official copy of this
deed was prepared in the new Latin letters and issued to
officially register its legal status.

If Fatih did not hold the deed for the Hagia Sophia, he
would not have the right to endow it legally.

In one of the pages of his foundation charter, which is
hundreds of pages long, dated June 1, 1453 and including
the Hagia Sophia, Fatih Sultan Mehmed Khan said:

“HE WHO CHANGES MY FOUNDATION CHARTER,
WHICH CONVERTS THIS HAGIA SOPHIA INTO A
MOSQUE, ATTEMPS TO ALTER, ANNUL OR AMEND
ONE OF ITS ARTICLES.

IF HE MEANS TO ABOLISH THE FOUNDATION
CHARTER OF THE HAGIA SOPHIA MOSQUE WITH A
PECCABLE OR FLAGRANT GLOSS OR DECEIT...

CHANGES THE ORIGINAL, CHALLENGES ITS
PROVISIONS AND GUIDES AND HELPS THOSE WHO DO
IT..

UNLAWFULLY USES IT, TERMINATES ITS STATUS
AS A MOSQUE AND ARRANGES FORGED DOCUMENTS
AND REQUESTS TRUSTEE RIGHTS...

OR RECORDS IT IN HIS OWN INVALID ACCOUNT
BOOK OR FALSELY TRANFERS IT TO HIS OWN
ACCOUNT...

I EXPRESS BEFORE YOU, THAT HE HAS
COMMITTED THE BIGGEST HARAM AND SIN.

THE ETERNAL CURSE OF ALLAH, THE PROPHET,
THE ANGELS, ALL THE RULERS AND EVEN ALL
MUSLIMS SHALL BE ON THOSE WHO CHANGE THIS
FOUNDATION CHARTER,; ...
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LET THEIR TORMENTS NOT BE ALLEVIATED,

AND THEIR FACES NOT LOOKED AT ON THE DAY OF
JUDGEMENT.

ANYONE WHO STILL CONTINUES WITH THIS
CHANGE AFTER HEARING THESE, THE SIN SHALL BE
UPON THE ONE WHO CHANGES IT.

ALLAH'S PUNISHMENT IS UPON THEM.

ALLAH IS ALL-HEARING, ALL-KNOWING.”

Yes... The decision taken today has allowed us to get
rid of the heavy curse that Fatih has put forth over his

Sfoundation.

Then again, the same mentality, let alone eliminating
Hagia Sophia's sorrow, still offers to turn the Sultan Ahmet,
Istanbul’s most famous mosque, into a museum.

In the past, this mentality had thought of utilizing the
Sultan Ahmet Mosque as a picture gallery, Yildiz Palace
as a casino, and the Hagia Sophia as a jazz club, of which
some have already been done.

As in every period, this perspective today is a
manifestation of an outdated understanding under the
guise of modernity.

It is the product of the same logic to demand the Vatican
be converted into a museum and be closed to worship and
to insist that the Hagia Sophia remains as a museum.

The next step would be the desire of turning the Kaaba,
the oldest temple of worship of humanity, and the ancient
temple of Masjid al-Aqsa into a museum.

I say may Allah protect our country and humanity
Sforever from this mentality.

Isay may Allah not test this nation again with those who
are hostile to their values.
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My dear nation...

There are some artefacts that are symbols of nations
and states.

One of these symbols is the Hagia Sophia.

In an article he wrote in 1922, Yahya Kemal said:

“THIS STATE HAS TWO SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS:

THE ADHAN THAT FATIH RECITED FROM THE
HAGIA SOPHIA’S MINARET, AND STILL RESONATES...

THE QURAN THAT SELIM RECITED BEFORE THE
PROPHET’S CLOAK, AND STILL RESONATES...”

Again, in the words of Yahya Kemal, the meaning of the
Hagia Sophia for our nation is as follows:

“ONCE UPON A TIME, JUDGING BY YOUR
GEOMETRY, I THOUGHT YOU WERE ONLY A
MONUMENT:;

NOW, WHILE LOOKING AT THIS NATION UNDER
YOUR DOME,

I FEEL LIKE I HAVE ENTERED THE ENCHANTING
CLIMATE OF THE ANCESTORS I HAVE BEEN
DREAMING AND MISSING FOR YEARS”

Unfortunately, this temple, which the poet described as
“the enchanting climate of the ancestors”, was deprived of
the voice of adhan and the recitation of the Holy Qur'an for
a long time.

Although the worshipping part of the Hagia Sophia
allocated for the Sultan was first opened to worship in
1980 and again in 1991, due to the main structure it had
remained destitute.

Almost all of our intellectual and artistic people have
expressed the destitute of the Hagia Sophia in their
writings and speeches.
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The late Necip Fazil Kisakiirek reveals his belief in
this matter by saying “those who doubt whether Turks
will remain in this country also doubt whether the Hagia
Sophia will be open. One of his conferences was about this
matter when we were young.

Today, we are answering the call of the master, "The
Hagia Sophia should be opened, it should be opened along
with the blocked fortune of Turks."

The poem of Nazim Hikmet on the conquest of Istanbul
and the conversion of the Hagia Sophia into a mosque is
also very stunning:

“THIS IS THE MOST HONORABLE DAY THAT IS
ISLAM HAS BEEN LOOKING FORWARD TO

GREEK CONSTANTINOPLE HAS BECOME TURKISH
ISTANBUL

THE LEADER OF AN ARMY AGAINST THE WORLD

THE SULTAN OF THE TURKS, LIKE A SKY GETS
SPLIT

ON THE GRAY HORSE FROM EDIRNEKAPI

HE CONQUERED ISTANBUL IN EIGHT WEEKS AND
THREE DAYS

WHAT A HAPPY, BLESSED SERVANT OF ALLAH.

THE SULTAN WHO CONQUERED THE BEAUTIFUL
CITY ALLAH ACCEPTED HIS BIGGEST PRAYER

AND ENABLED HIM TO PERFORM AFTERNOON
PRAYER IN HAGIA SOPHIA.”

Another historian and poet Nihal Atsiz was asked, "If
you were born again, what would you like to be?" He says "I
would like to be an imam in Hagia Sophia’.

When our world-renowned historian Halil Inalcik said,
“The west never forgot the conquest of Istanbul and Hagia
Sophia,” he was actually trying to explain to us that this
was a supra-political issue.
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As one of the leading figures of our literature, Peyami
Safa said, “Making Hagia Sophia a museum has not
eliminated the ambitions of Christianity on Istanbul but on
the contrary encouraged, provoked and excited them.”

An article titled Hagia Sophia, which resulted in its
author, Osman Yiiksel Serdengecti, facing the death
penalty ended with the following:

"HAGIA SOPHIA!

O MAGNIFICENT TEMPLE...

DO NOT WORRY, THE GRANDCHILDREN OF FATIH
WILL OVERTHROW ALL THE IDOLS AND CONVERT
YOUINTO A MOSQUE.

THEY WILL PERFORM ABLUTION WITH THEIR
TEARS AND PROSTRATE.

TAHLILS AND TAKBIRS WILL REPLENISH YOUR
EMPTY DOMES AND THERE

THERE WILL BE A SECOND CONQUEST.

THE BARDS WILL WRITE THE EPIC OF THIS, AND
THE ADHAN WILL DECLARE THAT.

THE TAKBIRS RISING FROM THE SILENT AND
ORPHANED MINARETS WILL BE ECHOED IN THE
SKIES.

YOUR MINARET BALCONS WILL LIGHT UP IN
HONOR OF ALLAH AND HIS PROPHET MOHAMMED.

THE WHOLE WORLD WILL THINK THAT FATIH HAS
RESURRECTED. THIS WILL BE HAGIA SOPHIA, THIS
WILL BE.

A SECOND CONQUEST, THE NEW RESURRECTION...

THIS IS DEFINITELY...

THESE DAYS ARE CLOSE...

MAYBE TOMORROW, MAYBE SOONER THAN
TOMORROW..."
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Praise be it, we've reached the said tomorrows.

One of the most prominent poems about the grief of
Hagia Sophia belongs to Arif Nihat Asya:

“OH GREAT TEMPLE, WHY ARE YOU COVERED
WITH SORROW LIKE THIS?

TELL USABOUT THE AGE OF FATIH EVEN A LITTLE
BIT!

WE WERE LINED UP FIVE TIMES A DAY UNDER
YOUR CALMING DOME

WITH YOUR ADHANS, YOU HAD AN INVITATION
YESTERDAY.

OMY TEMPLE, LET THEM BE ASHAMED

THOSE WHO CLOSE AND NOT OPEN YOU”

This is the kind of embarrassment from which Tiirkiye
saved itself today.

Today, Hagia Sophia is having another resurrection,
many of which it has witnessed since its construction.

The resurrection of Hagia Sophia heralds the liberation
of the al-Agsa Mosque.

The resurrection of Hagia Sophia is the footsteps of
the will of Muslims across the world to come out of the
interregnum.

The resurrection of Hagia Sophia is the reignition of the
fire of hope of not just Muslims, but together with them of
all the oppressed, wronged, downtrodden and exploited.

The resurrection of the Hagia Sophia demonstrates that
the Turkish nation, Muslims, and all of humanity still have
something new to tell the world.

The resurrection of the Hagia Sophia represents our
memory full of heydays in our history — from Badr to
Manzikert, from Nicopolis to Gallipoli.
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The resurrection of the Hagia Sophia is the proof of our
commitment to protect the trusts of our martyrs and the
wounded- if necessary, by paying the price even if it costs
to our lives.

The resurrection of the Hagia Sophia is a heartfelt
greeting to the symbolic cities of our civilization— from
Bukhara to Andalucia.

The resurrection of the Hagia Sophia is required by
our respect and commitment to all of our ancestors from
Alparslan to Mehmed and Abdulhamid.

The resurrection of the Hagia Sophia not only honors
Sultan Mehmed’s spirit of conquest but also revives anew
the spirituality of Akshamsaddin and the aesthetics and
taste of Sinan the Architect in the depths of our hearts.

The resurrection of the Hagia Sophia is a symbol of
the re-rise of our civilization’s sun, on the basis of justice,
conscience, morality, tawheed and brotherhood and
sisterhood, which humanity awaits longingly.

The resurrection of the Hagia Sophia is to break the
chains and locks on the doors of this place of worship as
well as the shackles on all hearts and feet.

Seventy years after the adhan’s return to its original
version, the reinstatement of Sultan Mehmed’s trust, the
Hagia Sophia, as a mosque is an overdue recovery.

It is the strongest answer ever given to the brutal attacks
against our symbols and values across the Islamic world.

Tiirkiye, with all steps taken in recent years, has
demonstrated that it is the subject, rather than the object of
time and space.

With its historic struggle, our nation builds a
bridge between the past and the future, embracing
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all of humanity, for the sake of the bright future of the
civilization that we represent.

Inshallah, we will continue to walk on this sacred path
without pause nor hesitation, without giving up, through
perseverance, sacrifice, and determination, until we reach
our ultimate destination.

Once again, I hope that the court ruling and the
presidential decree, which facilitated the Hagia Sophia’s
reinstatement as a mosque, will be auspicious.

I'would like to stress once again that we will open the
Hagia Sophia to worship, as a mosque, whilst preserving its
qualities as part of humanity’s shared cultural heritage.

I extend my love and respect to you all.

Iwish you the best of health.
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PROTECTING AND DEVELOPING
THE HAGIA SOPHIA MOSQUE IN
THE NEW PERIOD

AFTER Hagia Sophia has been converted into a mosque
and provided with its original identity, the steps and meas-
ures to be taken were assessed by relevant ministries and
public institutions in order to ensure that it is visited free of
charge by anyone, local and foreign, Muslim and non-Mus-
lim as a common heritage of humanity, the originality and
integrity of the work are not damaged and its real function
is properly fulfilled for believers. In this context, projects
started to be implemented and a cooperation protocol was
signed between principal institutions involved in the pro-
cess.

Hagia Sophia Al-Kabeer Refurbishment Project
A refurbishing project for opening the Hagia Sophia
Mosque to worship was deemed appropriate in accordance
with the Decision No. 7527 dated July 16, 2020, by the Is-
tanbul 4th Regional Board Directorate for Protection of
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Cultural Heritage. As part of Hagia Sophia Al-Kabeer Re-

furbishing Project, the following will be enabled:

° Visitor routes will be designated and the Great Mosque
will be open to both worship and visit,

* Worship area and tour sites will be separated from each
other,

* The mosaic with figures of Virgin Mary and Christ Child
and Gabriel on the altar located in the worship area
(naos), the Mosaic of Emperor at the gateway of the main
part (naos) and the Offering Mosaic on the side door
(vestibule door) will be covered only during prayer times
through a demountable and folding curtain system and
other mosaics, frescos and similar assets will be left as
they are,

* Felt will be rolled out on the floor of the main part and it
will be covered with carpet,

* The Emperor Crowning Area within the main part will
be separated with railings and it will continue to be ex-
hibited,

* The shadirvan (fountain providing water for ablutions)
built by I. Sultan Mahmud will be made functional.

Cooperation Protocol between the Republic of
Tiirkiye’s Ministry of Culture and Tourism and
the Presidency of Religious Affairs

In accordance with the cooperation Protocol between
the Republic of Tiirkiye’s Ministry of Culture and Tourism
and the Presidency of Religious Affairs on July 16, 2020,
the main principles for protecting and promoting the his-
torical, cultural, social, spiritual and aesthetic values of
Hagia Sophia have been determined and tasks have been
shared among institutions.
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In accordance with the Protocol, the following

was adopted as the main principles:

* Conservation of tangible and intangible values of Hagia
Sophia based on internationally and nationally accepted
principles,

* Performing no physical intervention that would harm
the values, originality, and integrity of Hagia Sophia,

* Before any intervention to be carried out, obtaining the
opinion of the existing Scientific Advisory Board and the
Administrative Board to be established and the decision
of the Regional Board for Protection,

* Pursuant to paragraph 172 of UNESCO Guidelines for
the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention
dated 1972, providing information to the UNESCO World
Heritage Centre prior to large-scale reconstruction and
infrastructure operations that are likely to create an im-
pact on the Hagia Sophia Mosque and preparing a Cul-
tural Heritage Impact Assessment Report.

Furthermore, the Protocol also designates the liabili-
ties of the Republic of Tiirkiye’s Ministry of Culture and
Tourism and the Presidency of Religious Affairs. All works
regarding the maintenance, protection, development, risk
management, visitor management, and education related
to the Hagia Sophia Mosque will be carried out and super-
vised by the Ministry, as it has been until now. Necessary
measures for the fulfilment of religious services will be
taken by the Presidency of Religious Affairs.

Within the framework of the protocol, an Administra-
tive Board will be established to be comprised of repre-
sentatives from the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Pres-
idency of Religious Affairs and Historic Areas of Istanbul
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Site Directorate in order to determine the needs immedi-
ately and meet them in coordination and to transfer the
scientific and institutional information obtained to date.
Considering the Scientific Board, which was formed pre-
viously and which includes officials from the Presidency,
Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the Presidency of
Religious Affairs, and also lecturers and historians, it can
be better understood that the process of protecting and de-
veloping Hagia Sophia will be managed in a participatory
and consultative manner.
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FATIH SULTAN MEHMED HAN'IN EMANETI,
INSANLIGIN ORTAK HAZINESI

THE TRUST OF FATIH SULTAN MEHMED KHAN, THE
COMMON HERITAGE OF HUMANITY





